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PS 
A Prayer in War Time 
By F. W. Pitt 


HILE war its wounds on Time’s sad 


brow is branding, 
And earth- born peace from earth departs, 
Thy peace, O God, which passes under. 
standing, 
Alone can garrison our hearts. 


Only in Thee, our Rock and our Salvation, 
Anxiety allays in rest ; 

Only in Thee, our Hope and Consolation, 
The living or the dead are blest. 


Then keep us, Father, in these days of sad- 
ness, 
Quiet and confident in Thee; 
Save us from fear amid the awful madness 
Of ruthless war o’er land and sea. 


Above the strife, oh, hear Thy people pray- 


ing — 
Humbled beneath the chast’ning rod; 
Above the strife, oh, may we hear Thee 
saying, 
“ Be still, and know that I am God.”’ 


we 
Where Shall Peace Be Found? 


Men’s hearts are longing for peace. 
Many remedies are offered to cure this 
heartache, but most are worse than use- 
less. For example, a bowling alley in- 
vites the passer-by to come in and 
“bowl your cares away.” Exercise has 
a refreshing effect on body and mind, 
and there is nothing wrong in bowling, 
per se, though one must guard against 
evil influences from the surroundings. 
But it takes more than a lignum vitae 
ball skimming down a hardwood floor to 


bear away the burdens that lie heavy on 
men’s hearts today. Then a brewers’ 
organization has the effrontery to sug- 
gest, in large, colored advertisements, that 
peace may be found through beer drink- 
ing. What mockery! “There is no 
peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.” 
There is no deep, lasting peace to those 
who refuse to receive the gift of peace 
in God’s way. In Christ he offers us 
both peace with God (Rom. 5:1) and the 
peace of God (Phil. 4:7). “Thus saith 
the Lord .. . O that thou hadst heark- 
ened to my commandments! then had 
thy peace been as a river” (Isa. 48:17, 
18). And now he pleads with men to 
come to the only One who can give 
peace, and who promises to all who 
come to him, “I will give you rest.” 


7 
Unto You It Is Given 


Shadows stretch out over most of 
the world. There is only one source 
of light that can dispel the gloom. Mrs. 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh, in her recent 
much debated book, “Wave of the 
Future,” urges Americans, because of 


their fortunate remoteness from the war, 
to take what she calls “a planetary 
view,” calmly contemplative, as if from 
a distant star. The enlightened Chris- 
tian has an even better vantage point. 
He may have a heavenly view of the 
whole shifting panorama of history. 
When he first began teaching in par- 
ables, our Lord said to his little band, 
“Unto you it is given to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven.” Dr. 
Edersheim says of those first difficult 
parables recorded in Matthew 13: “They 
were easily read from above downward. 
Viewed from below upwards, only dim 
outlines could be perceived.” What was 
otherwise dark and mysterious, he says, 
became quite simple if one possessed 
the key. Light shed from Heaven al- 
Ways causes shadows; our true percep- 
tion of earthly objects depends upon 
our position relative to that light. Peter 
is saying much the same thing when 
he refers to the illumination from the 
“sure word of prophecy.” Let us, then, 
in these perplexing times keep wide of 
the shadows, hold fast to the key. It 
is our blessed privilege to walk in the 
light as He is in the light. 


God's Eternal Purpose 


we confidently believe that his 

interest in us as individuals ex- 
tends so far as to include an ordering 
of the steps of each one of us? If we 
diligently study the Bible record of the 
lives of God’s servants, we can see the 
fulfillment of God’s plan in their lives, 
and our faith will be strengthened to 
accept the wonderful assurance that 
God’s care and purpose for each one of 
us is still the same. 

Let us examine the record of the life 
of Joseph. Could any more perfect 
example be found of the accomplishment 
of the divine plan in an individual life? 
Probably Joseph was not conscious that 
the incidents of his colorful life were 
being fitted together to form a beautiful, 
finished unity of design. Surely, when 
Joseph’s brothers, incited by murderous 
jealousy, thrust him into the pit, and 
later sold him into Egypt, Joseph could 
not have anticipated that this cruelty 


H« God a plan for our lives? Can 






would work out part of God’s purpose 
for him. Even the seemingly little 
things in this transaction were directed 
by God to perfect the divine pattern. 
Joseph expected to find his brothers at 
Shechem, but they had moved on to 
Dothan. No caravaris to Egypt passed 
by Shechem, but Dothan did lie along 
the caravan route, the opportunity thus 
being given Joseph’s brothers to sell him 
into slavery. They thought they were 
rid of “this dreamer.” But God’s eter- 
nal purpose was still being worked out. 
Joseph could have thought it only a 
calamity when he was unjustly thrown 
into the Egyptian prison. Perhaps he 
concluded that God had forgotten him. 
But God had not forgotten him. He was 
teaching him, in the school of severe 
testing and suffering, to be strong in the 
hour of temptation, sympathetic with 
those in trouble, a good judge of human 
nature, wise in gaining the confidence 
of those around him, and above all, to 
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place Ris reliance on God alone. When, 
at the end of this trying epoch in 
Joseph’s life, we see him respected and 
honored, and rewarded for his wisdom 
and integrity by being given the lord- 
ship of all Egypt, and made the deliverer 
of his brothers and his father, we know 
that Joseph’s steps were “ordered by the 
Lord” all along the way. God’s plan 
for Joseph’s life was, step by step, 
worked out to beautiful completion. 
The same evidence of an overruling 
Providence can be seen in the life of 
Moses. It may have looked as if from 
the very beginning Moses had no chance. 
Born in slavery, of Hebrew parents, 
under the cruel order of Pharaoh that 
all boy babies born of the Hebrews 
should be killed, Moses’ life appeared 
doomed. But God had a plan for this 
helpless babe’s life. Perhaps his parents, 
too, realized that their child was born 
for some special service. At any rate, 
we are told in the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews: “By faith Moses, when he 
was born, was hid three months of his 
parents, because they saw he was a 
proper child.” God’s plan was accom- 
plished in a remarkable way. This He- 
brew child, under sentence of death by 
the king’s command, was adopted by 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought up in 
the court of the same king who had 
decreed his death. This did not just 
“happen,” as we can well believe. God 
was preparing Moses forehis future life 
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of service. In Pharaoh’s court he was 
given every advantage of cultural edu- 
cation; he was taught in “all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians.” There he would be 
fitted for his work as a great historian, 
for we know the record of history as 
found in the early books of the Bible 
was written by Moses. He would be- 
come acquainted, too, with life in the 
king’s court, and so fitted to be an am- 
bassador at that court many years later. 
In fact, through every detail of Moses’ 
life, God was working out his plan of 
preparing Moses for the very important 
service of leading the Children of Israel 
out of bondage into the Promised Land. 

It is not likely that David, the young- 
est of Jesse’s sons, watching his father’s 
sheep on the hills of Bethlehem, ever 
thought that one day he would be king 
of Israel. Faithfully he watched over 
the flock, fearlessly rescuing the sheep 
from the attacks of savage animals. 
Such experience was splendid prepara- 
tion for the time when he courageously 
and successfully met the defiant giant 
Goliath. Through it he learned that God 
was his helper. He tells us: “The Lord 
that delivered me out of the paw of 
the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, 
he will deliver me out of the hand of 
this Philistine.” It was, of course, his 
experience as a shepherd which inspired 
David to write what is perhaps his best 
known and best loved Psalm: “The 

(Continued on page 200) 
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A Book Without Words 


I should like to ask your advice on 
something which has been recently called 
to my attention. For some time I had 
been working with children and using 
material for salvation lessons, such as 
The Wordless Book, which designated sin 
as black. Someone stated that this was 
not correct, as Isaiah 1:18 plainly indicates 
that sin is red. The person said that 
only red can cover up red, the first red 
referring, of course, to the blood of 
Jesus Christ. This criticism had disturbed 
me somewhat, and I should like to have 
your opinion on this subject. I surely do 
not want to teach anything that is con- 
trary Scripture and shall appreciate 
any light you can give me.—A Washing- 
ton reader. 


Isaiah 1:18 is one of God’s most gra- 
cious invitations to the sinner. “Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” While it was ad- 
dressed primarily to the people of 
Judah, yet the appeal was made in view 
of Christ’s death on the cross, for all 
the Old Testament sacrifices point for- 
ward to him. This same invitation holds 
good for sinners today in a new and 


wonderful way, for Christ has died and 
risen again, and those who receive him 
by faith are “justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God” (Rom. 
3:24, 25). 

Isaiah 1:18 contains examples of a 
simile, a figure of speech by which one 
thing is likened or explicitly compared, 
often with “as” or “like,” to something 
of different kind or quality. It is not 
primarily a declaration that sins are 
scarlet or red, but rather a comparison, 
suggesting that they may be “as scarlet,” 





Next Week 


What should be our attitude 
toward Communistic Jews? How 
can we avoid anti-Semitism, and yet 
show real concern for the future of 
our land? This question will be 
discussed next week in this depart- 
ment. 
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or, “red like crimson.” ‘The words “as” 
and “like” are characteristic of a simile. 
Another Scriptural example of a simile 
is in the closing verses of Matthew 7, 
where the Lord Jesus likened the man 
who heard his words and did them to 
a man who built his house upon a rock. 

Sinners are repeatedly spoken of as 
being in darkness. “Who leave the paths 
of uprightness, to walk in the ways of 
darkness” (Prov. 2:13). “The way of 
the wicked is as darkness” (Prov. 4:19). 
“Ye were sometimes darkness” (Eph. 5: 
8). “Have no fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 5: 
11). “Ye are all the children of light, 
and the children of ‘the day; we are not 
of the night, nor of darkness” (1 Thess. 
5:5). “If therefore the light that is in 
thee be darkness, how great is that dark- 
ness!” (Matt. 6:23.) 

It thus appears that it is not wrong 
to represent sin and the condition of 
the sinner as black. The opposite ex- 
treme is white, and this is frequently 
used in the Scripture to represent purity 
and righteousness. 

“The Wordless Book” is a striking ob- 
ject lesson which has been widely used 
by personal workers, evangelists, mis- 
sionaries, and workers among children 
to present the Gospel. Except for the 
lettering on the covers it contains no 
words at all. One form is about three 
by five inches in size, and contains eight 
pages. The first two facing pages are 
black, the next two red, the next two 
white, and the final pages golden. J. Irvin 
Overholtzer, Founder and Director of 
the Child Evangelism Fellowship, in a 
useful, four-page leaflet describing the 
use of “The Wordless Book,” suggests 
beginning with the gold pages, which 
stands for Heaven. God wants sinners 
to be with him in Heaven, but all men 
are sinners (Rom. 3:23), and there can 
be no sin in Heaven. The worker turns 
to the two black pages to illustrate sin. 
Then the red and white pages are used 
to illustrate the fact that only the blood 
of Christ can cleanse us from all sin 
(1 John 1:7), and make us white as 
snow. The little book may easily be 
carried in the pocket or handbag, and 
never fails to attract attention in per- 
sonal work or in meetings. 


The booklet! has green covers, and, 
as Mr. Overholtzer suggests, green 
stands for the Christian life God wants 
us to live after we have taken the Lord 
Jesus as our Saviour. “Many living, 
growing things in the great outdoors 
are green, such as the trees and grass. 
The Christian life is one in which we 
are to grow. When we accept Jesus we 
are just like a newborn babe, and the 
Bible tells us we are to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord (2 
Pet. 3:18).” 





1“The Wordless Book” may be had from 


The Child Evangelism Fellowship, 203 Wabash 
Ave., Chicago, at 10 cents a copy. Please add 
postage. 
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view of Christ's second coming? 








What are the arguments against the premillennial 


Will There Be No Millennium? 
By J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.Do- LED: “4 


Professor of Systematic Theology, Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, Del. * > {i 














Te THE simple _ Bible-believing 
Christian the evidence for the 
millennium is very clear. 

1. The twentieth chapter of Revelation 
predicts a thousand-year reign of Christ, 
during which Satan is to be bound and 
prevented from deceiving the nations of 
the earth. This thousand-year reign is 
said to follow the resurrection of the 
righteous and to precede the resurrec- 
tion and. final judgment of the unright- 
eous dead, and the creation of the new 
heaven and the new earth. 

2.The Old ‘Testament prophetic 
books! abound in predictions of the 
perfect age during which Messiah will 
reign upon the earth. 

3. In 1 Corinthians 15:22-28 the Apos- 
tle Paul lists three orders of resurrec- 
tion: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
his own at his coming; then the final 
abolition of death. Paul states that the 
third order of resurrection is to be pre- 
ceded by Christ’s victorious reign. 

4. In Romans 8:19-25 Paul states that 
the hope of this created world cannot 
be realized until the children of God 
enter into their glorious destiny, which 
we know will be at the Lord’s return. 
After that, the created world itself shall 
be delivered from its present bondage 
of corruption and shall come out into 
a period characterized by the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 

5. The doctrine of the millennium’ is 
interwoven with other Scriptures, and 
is appropriate and necessary as a part of 
the great system of truth taught in the 
Bible. Therefore it comes with a de- 
cided shock to simple Bible-believing 
Christians to learn that there are seri- 
ous-minded believers in Christ who 
deny that there is to be a millennium, 
and who interpret the Scriptures teach- 
ing the millennium in such a way as to 
make them seem to be capable of di- 
vergent interpretations. 

There is, however, a very considerable 
body of Bible-believing Christians in 
America today who have been persuaded 
to adopt the anti-miliennial, or “amil- 
lennial” view, as it is called: The word 
amillennial is made by adding the pre- 
fix “a” to millennial, this prefix “a” be- 
ing the Greek “alpha privative,” which 
gives a negative sense to the word to 
which it is prefixed. That is, amillen- 
nial means non-millennial, or no millen- 
nium. One is acquainted with a number 
of young pastors who began their prep- 





1See Isaiah 2; Micah 4; and many other 
Passages, such as Isaiah 11:6-9; 35:1; 55:13; 
Jeremiah 16:14, 15; 23:5-8; and 31:34. 


Multitudes of Christians are look- 
ing forward today to that glorious 
time when the Lord Jesus Christ 
will return to rule in righteousness 
over this earth. Many are hoping 
that he will come before they are 
called upon to pass through death, 
and there are numerous signs that 
point to his near return. Some 
earnest Christians, among whom are 
worthy scholars, have taught that 
the prophecies pointing forward to 
Christ’s reign of one thousand years 
are not to be taken literally, and 
their teaching is called amillennial- 
ism. 

This is the first in a series of 
articles which Dr. Trumbull asked 
Dr. Buswell to write. He presents 
clearly and fairly the arguments of 
the amillennialists, gives convinc- 
ing answers, and shows from the 
Scriptures why he and a host of 
other Bible teachers, writers, pas- 
tors, and other Christians believe 
that Christ will come before the 
millennium. The second article in 
the series will be published in the 
next issue of the Times. 








aration for the Lord’s work filled with 
the blessed hope of the coming of Christ 
to reign upon the earth, but who, in the 
course of their preparation, have been 
led to feel that this world will never 
see a literal age of blessedness under 
the direct reign of Christ. 

How can Bible-believing Christians 
adopt the amillennial view? It is the 
purpose of these articles to present the 
amillennial arguments as fairly as pos- 
sible, and to show in contrast, by care- 
ful examination of the Scripture, that 
the premillennial view is sound at every 
point. It is hoped that some who have 
lost the blessed privilege of taking the 
prophetic word at its simple face value, 
and of believing in the millennial king- 
dom age, may regain that privilege. It 
is also hoped that premillennialists who 
have held their blessed hope without 
much analysis may be more deeply 
rooted in the teachings of the Scripture 
and may at the same time be able more 
sympathetically to answer the questions 
of those who do not see this truth. 

Probably the most influential argu- 
ment advanced by amillennialists is that 
presented by the late Professor Benja- 
min Warfield 1 in commenting upon the 





1See Warfield’s 
621, ff. 


“Biblical Doctrines,” page 


fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
argument proceeds as follows: 

1. In 1 Corinthians 15:23 we learn that 
the resurrection of the redeemed will be 
at Christ’s coming. 

2. In verse 24 the time when all ene- 
mies will have been destroyed is said 
to be at “the end.” 

3. In verses 25, 26 we read: “For he 
must reign, till he hath put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
that shall be abolished is death.” 

4. In verse 54 of this chapter Paul 
categorically states that when this mor- 
tal is clothed! with immortality, then, 
at that time, “shall come to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory.” Warfield inter- 
prets this verse to mean that the final 
destruction of the last enemy, death, will 
be at the time of the resurrection of 
the redeemed. This will be at the time 
of the second coming of Christ. These 
verses, says Professor Warfield, over- 
throw the doctrine of the millennium 
with “the stringency of a syllogism.” 
The form of the syllogism is 


The 


Ais B 
CisA 
therefore C is B. 

A is i 
Abolition End of all 
of death enemies 

C is A 

Swallowing Abolition 
up of death of death 
therefore 

C is B 

Swallowing End of all 
up of death enemies 


But C takes place at the resurrection of 
the redeemed, “at his coming.” There- 
fore, if C is B, then B, the end of all 
enemies, must be at Christ’s coming. 
Now, proceeds. the amillennialist, if 
death, the last enemy, is to be destroyed 
at the second coming of Christ, how 
can there be a literal rebellion at the 
end of the millennial age such as is 
described in Revelation 20:7-10 and 
Ezekiel 38 and 39? How can there be 
a rebellion after the last enemy is de- 
stroyed? Therefore the millennium 
must be purely figurative, must refer 
to something else. The rebellion which 
John says will take place after the thou- 
sand years must take place before the 
point of time at which the “last enemy” 





1 This verb is aorist subjunctive, not future- 
perfect as the English might seem to suggest. 


‘4 


ie oy 


1‘ Arst3. 








188 


is to be destroyed, that is, before the 
Lord’s return. 

Further, the argument proceeds, if all 
death is to be finally destroyed at the 
second coming of Christ, the doctrine 
of two resurrections, the unrighteous. 
dead being raised at the end of the 
thousand years, is rendered impossible, 
When death is destroyed, no one can 
remain under the power of death. 
Therefore the teaching of two resur- 
rections found in Revelation 20 and 
other Scriptures must be explained 
away. Warfield goes so far as to say1 
that the idea of a literal millennium 
goes up “in smoke.” 

Warfield’s “syllogism” has robbed 
many a young minister of his premil- 
lennial doctrine. It is because of this 
argument that a considerable number 
of young men have found it impossible 
to retain their faith in the future visible 
reign of Christ on this earth. Many a 
young theological student has, with tears 
of deep regret, said to himself: “If the 


last enemy is to be destroyed at the . 


second coming, how can there be a thou- 
sand years, a final rebellion, a second 
resurrection, a final destruction of the 
heavens and the earth, and the creation 
of the new heavens and the new earth, 
all following the Lord’s return?” Sim- 
ple, earnest, premillennial people have 
little idea of the struggle and defeat 
through which young men of premillen- 
nial faith go when submitted to strong 
amillennialist teaching. 

What, then, is the answer to Warfield’s 
argument? I believe the answer is to 
be found in the fact that the phrase, 
“Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 
Cor. 15:54), is a special Scriptural ex- 
pression referring to the “change” to be 
experienced by believers who do not 
die but are alive when Christ returns. 
It does not refer to, nor in any sense in- 
clude, the idea of resurrection. In fact, 
the idea of resurrection is distinctly ex- 
cluded in Paul’s use of this phrase. 
These words, referring to the “change” 
in those who never experiente death, 
cannot possibly refer to the final aboli- 
tion of all death. Verses 26 and 54 refer 
to entirely different matters. 

Referring back to Warfield’s syllogism, 
the proposition “C is A” is false. There- 
fore the conclusion is unfounded. 

The phrase in question, “Death is 
swallowed up in victory,” is quoted from 
Isaiah 25:8, and is used by Paul with 
full explanation in 2 Corinthians 5:1- 
10. Paul as a Christian in the earlier 
years of his ministry shrinks from the 
thought of death. The spirit being torn 
from the body and thus being made 
“naked,” awaiting the resurrection of 
the body, is an unwelcome prospect. 
The Christian hope, says Paul, is not in 
death, but in the Lord’s return. Those 
who are found in the body at the com- 
ing of Christ will not die and rise again 
but, never experiencing death, will be- 





1 “Biblical Doctrines,” page 662. 
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“clothed upon.” The verb here is not 
simply enduo, to put on a garment, but 
ependuo, “to put on over,” as one puts 
on an outer garment. Those who live to 
the Lord’s return will not receive the 
resurrection body as unclothed spirits, 
but will in an instantaneous change be 
“clothed upon,” their bodies being made 
like his glorious body (Phil. 3:21). It 
is in this connection that Paul quotes 
and‘ applies the prophecy of Isaiah 25: 
8, “that what is mortal may be swal- 
lowed up of life” (2 Cor. 5:4, R. V.). 
This swallowing up of death, or mortal- 
ity, by immortality and victory, aptly 
describes the instantaneous disposal of 
all that is mortal in our present, living, 
fleshly “body of death.” 

Now in 1 Corinthians 15; the very 
passage from which Warfield thinks he 
derives his syllogism, Paul specifically 
distinguishes between the experience of 
resurrection at the return of Christ, res- 
urrection of thosé who have died in the 
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faith, and on the other hand the experi- 
ence of being changed instantaneously, 
which experience will come to those be- 
lievers who have not died but are alive 
when Christ appears. Paul says: “Be- 
hold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall 
not sleep [die], but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye ... the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed 
... when... this mortal shall have put 
on [is clothed with] immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory.” Thus, not only in the light of 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10, but in the very 
passage upon which Warfield bases his 
argument, it seems perfectly clear that 
the swallowing up of death in victory 
is not at all the same as the final de- 
struction of death itself. That is made 
the more clear by verse 58, in which 
Paul applies what he is saying specifi- 
(Continued on page 202) 








Another foundation stone in the 
Fundamentals of the faith 








Why the Importance of the Virgin Birth? 
By William L. Pettingill, D.D. 














O THE Scriptures really teach that 
our Lord, Jesus of Nazareth, was 


born of a virgin mother, and there- - 


fore without a human father? Let 
us see: 


“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was 
on this wise: When as his mother 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before 
they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost. 

“Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just man, and not willing to make 
her a publick example, was minded 
to put her away privily, 

“But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 





While all Fundamentalists be- 
lieve that the Lord Jesus Christ 
was born of a virgin, and could give 
Scripture to support their belief, 
yet many would find it hard to an- 
swer certain arguments of the en- 
emies of this truth, and to lead 
those in error out into light. In 
this third article in his series on 
the Fundamentals Dr. Pettingill not 
only gives the Scriptural basis for 
this vital doctrine, but also refutes 
the erroneous teaching of both Ro- 
man Catholicism and Modernism. 
In next week’s issue he will discuss 
the deity of Christ. 











that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. 


“And she shall bring forth a son, and’ 


thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins. 

“Now all this was done, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

“Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with 
us. 

“Then Joseph being raised from 
sleep did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his 
wife: 

“And knew her not till she had 
brought forth her firstborn son: and 
he called his name JESUS” (Matt. 
1: 18-25). 


Here we have the record, in the plain- 
est possible language, and this record is 
confirmed by the other Scriptures re- 
ferring to the subject, such as Luke 1: 
26-35 and 2:1-7. It is not “a matter 
of interpretation” at all, for such a rec- 
ord cannot be “interpreted.” It can 
only be believed or rejected. 

The prophecy cited here is written in 
Isaiah 7:14. “Emmanuel” means God 
with us, and “Jesus” means Jehovah the 
Saviour. 

And it is not only here that the vir- 
gin birth is predicted in the Old Testa- 
ment. The seed of the woman in Gen- 
esis 3:15 is our Lord, and some of the 
old writers believed that Messiah was 
referred to in the words of Jeremiah 
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Lesson for March 23 


31:22, R. V.: “Jehovah hath created a 
new thing in the earth: A woman shall 
encompass a man.” 

It is sometimes said that Paul did not 
refer in his writings to the virgin birth. 
This is a mistake. In Galatians 4:4 he 
wrote that “when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman.” This is obviously 
a reference to the virgin birth; other- 
wise, it has no meaning. 

So we have the Bible doctrine of the 
virgin birth of our Lord. The Old Tes- 
tament predicted it, and the New Tes- 
tament proclaims it. But is it impor- 
tant? and if so, why? 


Why Contend for This Doctrine? 


There are those who minimize its 
importance. Some of these believe it, 
but they fail to see why it should be 
considered a subject worthy of much at- 
tention. From their viewpoint it makes 
little or no difference, one way or the 
other. Certainly it is nothing to fight 
about. Why be so contentious about 
such a little matter? 

In answer to this it ought to be enough 
to point out that the doctrine of the 
virgin birth is a Bible doctrine. God 
has considered it of sufficient importance 
to include it in his Book, and for this 
reason alone it should not be consid- 


-ered as a matter beneath our notice. 


Too, since God has taught this doc- 
trine in his Book, it is true. And since 
it is true, to deny it is to reject the 
testimony of the Book and of God who 
gave us the Book. 

But, beyond this, there are other and 
strong reasons why the doctrine is im- 
portant. Think for a moment of what 
they do who reject the virgin birth: 

1. They deny God’s Word; they make 
God a liar. 

2. They make our Lord, according 
to the flesh, the illegitimate son of a 
man who denied his fatherhood: they 
make Jesus a bastard. This is an ugly 
word, and it seems almost blasphemous 
to utter such a word in this connection. 
But we are dealing with an ugly ques- 
tion. It needs to be plainly pointed out 
just what is being done by those who 
reject the virgin birth. If you would 
know the seriousness of it, read what 
God says about a bastard in Deuter- 
onomy 23:2: “A bastard shall not enter 
into the congregation of the Lord; even 
to his tenth generation shall he not 
enter into the congregation of the Lord.” 

3. They make Joseph a fornicator and 
Mary a prostitute. How horrible! Hor- 
rible, indeed! And just because it is 
so horrible, we should give earnest heed 
to it, and should be ever delivered from 
thinking of it as a matter to be lightly 
passed over. 

It is needful here to point out the 
very great difference between two 
things that are often confused. The 
Bible doctrine of the virgin birth is by 
no means the same as the Roman Ceth- 
olic doctrine of the immaculate concep- 
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tion. By the latter it is taught that 
Mary herself was born without sin, and 
that her Son inherited his sinlessness 
from her. This is now, and for nearly 
a century has’ been, “a dogma of the 
faith” in Romanism, having been %o0 
decreed in 1854 by Pope Pius IX. 

And, as an almost necessary corollary 
of this false teaching, Rome insists that 
Mary never bore other children than 
her firstborn Son. Rome would not 
know what to do with a group of sin- 
less children, so Rome denies that there 
were any other children at all. 

And when Rome’s attention is called 
to the brothers and sisters of our Lord 
mentioned—and some of them even 
named—in Matthew 13:55, 56, and the 
frequent mention of his brethren else- 
where, as in Matthew 12:46; Mark 3:31; 
Luke 8:19; John 2:12; 7:3-10; Acts 1:14, 
and so on, Rome replies that the words 
adelphoi and adelphe are often used to 
denote those who are even distantly re- 
lated, and even those of the same nation 
or of the same faith. 

But for those who are really subject 
to the Word of God, this question is 
settled by a verse in the Sixty-ninth 
Psalm. This is.a manifestly Messianic 
Psalm, as is shown by comparing verse 
4, “They that hate me without a cause 
are more than the hairs of mine head,” 
with John 15:25; verse 9, “For the zeal 
of thine house hath eaten me up; and 
the reproaches of them that reproached 
thee are fallen upon me,” with John 
2:17 and Romans 15:3; and verse 21, 
“They gave me also gall for my meat; 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink,” with Matthew 27:34, 48. 

Now look at the eighth verse: “I am 
become a stranger unto my brethren, 
and an alien unto my mother’s chil- 
dren.” Thus we learn and know that 
his brethren were his mother’s children. 


Why Was Christ Sinless? 


But there is another error, found often 
in the writings of Protestant defenders 
of the doctrine of the virgin birth who 
tell us that unless our Lord was born of 
a virgin he could not have been sinless. 
This is to make his sinlessness depend 
upon his virgin mother, and to say that 
if he had been begotten of a human 
father he must have been born with sin 
in him. This is false reasoning, and it 
comes dangerously near to the error of 
Romanism. Could not God have pre- 
served Joseph’s child, as well as Mary’s, 
from sin? Surely he could. But the 
important point is not what God could 
have done, but rather what he did. And 
what he did was to prepare a body for 
“the last Adam” and place it within the 
womb of a virgin, just as he had pre- 
viously prepared a body for the first 
Adam and placed it in the garden of 
Eden. And in bringing forth his Son 
from the virgin’s womb he was pleased, 
by his miracle-working power, to pre- 
serve that Son from indwelling sin. 
Mary, like Joseph, was a sinner needing 
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a Saviour, and therefore a miracle was 
as necessary in preserving her Son from 
sin as it would have been in preserv- 
ing a son of Joseph from sin. 

It now remains to point out a most 
important point relating to our subject; 
namely, that if Jesus of Nazareth were 
the son of Joseph he could never sit 
upon David’s throne, Let us consider 
this: 

By the terms of the Davidic covenant, 
recorded in Second Samuel 7, God prom- 
ised that David should have a house, 
that is a posterity, which should never 
come to an end; that related to that 
house there should be a throne, which 
would never come to an end; and that re- 
lated to that house and that throne there 
should be a Kingdom which should en- 
dure forever. 


Tracing His Lineage Back to David 


It is plain that the throne occupied by 
Solomon and his successors did not en- 
dure forever. The last man to sit upon 
that throne in Solomon’s line was Coniah 
or Jechoniah, sometimes called Jehoia- 
chin, the son of Jehoiakim. This man 
and his seed were forever repudiated by 
God himself in Jeremiah 22:24-30, God 
declaring that:“no man of his seed shall 
prosper, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in Judah.” 

But in the very next chapter, Jeremiah 
23:5, 6, God says: “I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall exe- 
cute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In his days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS [Jeho- 
vah-tsidkenu].” 

So the Messiah, whoever he might be 
both human and divine, must be the son 
of David, and he must not be the son 
of Coniah. 

Now, Joseph, the carpenter of Naza- 
reth, was a son of David, and he was 
also a son of Coniah, as is shown by the 
genealogical table of the first chapter 
of Matthew. Therefore no son of Joseph 
could ever occupy David’s throne. 

On the other hand, as is shown by 
the genealogical table of Luke 3, Mary 
was descended through her father Heli, 
or Eli) from David, and not from 
Coniah. Joseph was in the Solomonic 
line, but Mary descended from David 
through another son of David named 
Nathan. Thus her Son is the “right- 
ous Branch” spoken of in Jeremiah 23, 
and the rightful Heir to “the throne of 
his father David.” He is our Lord, and 
our God, and our King, “the blessed 
and only Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords.” Blessed be his holy 
name forever! 


(To be continued) 





1That Mary was the daughter of Eli and 
Ann is established by the writings of the 
early Christian Fathers. And even her en- 
emies have testified to the fact that these 
were the names of her parents. 
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—In Hollywood Bowl, at a given 

signal, a great curtain that had 
hidden the stage was drawn, and a 
stack of fifteen thousand Bibles weigh- 
ing in all fifteen tons, was revealed. 
They were arranged in the form of a 
giant red cross against a black back- 
ground. (A picture of this appeared on 
the cover of the Trmes of January 18.) 
The occasion was a gathering of the 
Gideons, and the Bibles represented 
their gift to the Los Angeles public 
schools. Christian businessmen had 
worked all night to pile them on the 
stage. The mere task of handling them 
was enormous, and the 17,000 who 
looked on were thrilled at the unpre- 
cedented display. What a mountain of 
books — almost as many as the number 
of spectators. 

Contrast this abundance with the one 
Bible that a colporteur left in a little 
village of Eastern Poland several years 
ago. The recipient was converted 
through reading it, and as he passed it 
on to others, 200 more had become be- 
lievers. When the colporteur, the Rev. 
Michael Billester, revisited the town last 
summer, the group gathered to worship 
and listen to his preaching. Instead of 
the customary testimonies by members 
of the congregation, the visitor suggested 
that verses of Scripture be recited. One 
man arose and inquired, “Perhaps we 
have misunderstood. Did you mean 
verses or chapters?” “Do you mean to 
say that there are people here who can 
recite chapters of the Bible?” asked Mr. 
Billester in astonishment. The villagers 
had memorized not only chapters but 
whole books of the Bible. Thirteen 
knew Matthew and Luke and half of 
Genesis. One had committed all the 
Psalms to memory. The two hundred 
villagers together knew practically the 
entire Bible. “We must,” they explained, 
“for this copy of the Bible may be lost 
or taken away, and where should we 
get another?” Passed around from fam- 
ily to family, and brought to the gath- 
ering on Sundays, the old book had 
become so worn with use that its pages 
were hardly legible. One Bible among 
two hundred people! And yet we who 
have the Bible constantly in our pos- 
session cannot pretend to be as familiar 
with it as was each of the East Po- 
landers. 


Mats ots Scripture in Poland. 


Now is a small weekly published by 
R. G. LeTourneau, Inc., manufacturers 
of road-building machinery, in the in- 
terest of its employees and of the King- 


dom of God. It gets its name from the 
Scripture text, “Behold, now is the ac- 
cepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). Besides infor- 
mation for those connected with the 
business in Peoria, Ill., Stockton, Calif., 
and Toccoa, Ga., the latest issue gives 
the speaking schedule of the head of the 


firm which includes appointments for . 


almost every night in the week. There 
is also a report of the Third Annual 
Convention of the Christian Business 
Men’s International Committee, founded 
in Chicago in January, 1938. Its manag- 





The Riches 
of Their Liberality 


Inland Africa reports an offering 
of approximately $120 from the 
church at Blukwa, Congo. Com- 
ing from poor people this is ex- 
traordinary. Quite as remarkable is 
its distribution. By vote of the 
church one-third was designated for 
medical supplies (quinine) for their 
representatives in the Evangelists’ 
School at Aba; one-third for the 
Scripture Gift Mission, London, 
which sends much literature to the 
Blukwa church without charge; and 
one-third to furnish Bibles for the 
poor Negroes of the United States. 

The British Baptist Missionary 
Society, finding it difficult to carry 
on because of the war, appealed to 
the Southern Baptists of the United 
States for a loan of $200,000. The 
latter. promptly responded with the 
promise not of a loan but of a gift of 
that amount. The whole $200,000 
was sent to London before the be- 
ginning of 1941. 

















ing group includes Mr. LeTourneau 
himself, a San Francisco investment 
banker, a Seattle physician, a Chicago 
attorney, a Harvard Law School alumnus 
and regenerated believer, and other 
merchants and professional men. At 
the last convention the following reso- 
lution was adopted: 

“We solemnly declare that a revival 
of faith in Jesus Christ is the best and 
most effective defense fcr this day. 

“We believe that Christian laymen 


throughout the world should recognize 
that their testimony for Christ is the 
most effective witness possible in mak- 
ing the saving and transforming power 
of our Lord known to all men. This 
without duplication or interference with 
the commendable .work of faithful pas- 
tors.... 

“Therefore, be it resolved that, in con- 
secration and sacrifice, we redouble our 
efforts, and pledge ourselves in holy 
zeal, to the use of all existing and ap- 
proved means to reach the unsaved, es- 
pecially by an intensified personal wit- 
ness and by large scale, world-wide 
evangelism.” 

These Christian businessmen’s com- 
mittees are reported as “a joy to Bible- 
preaching pastors.” 


Laymen are to the fore also in the 
churches of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. As in other denominations, 
the women have long been organized 
and active. It is encouraging to note 
that through a thousand new brother- 
hoods,. initiated during the year past, a 
hundred thousarid Baptist men have 
been actively enlisted in church work. 
Lawson H. Cooke, an able layman of 
Memphis, Tenn., says this far-reaching 
movement aims at “a million Southern 
Baptist men prayerfully and actively 
participating in Baptist work.” Ina 
recent public address Mr. Cooke em- 
phasized the incalculable influence of a 
million men genuinely and wholeheart- 
ediy devoted to Christ and his Kingdom. 
“The man power of our churches must 
assert itself.” In each state laymen have 
been chosen to co-operate with this 
Southern leader. 


Speaking of Southern Baptists, their 
statistics for the past four years show most 
encouraging advances. Through the de- 
falcation of a trusted official, several 
years ago, their Foreign Board was left 
with a debt of $1,110,000. By deter- 
mined over-and-above giving this has 
been reduced gradually until it is now 
only $230,000. Meanwhile the work of 
the Board has not been allowed to suf- 
fer. Four hundred and fifty-five mis- 
sionaries have been maintained in six- 
teen foreign countries. From 1936 to 
1939, inclusive, there has been a steady 
net increase of baptisms in the home 
churches, amounting in all to only a lit- 
tle short of a million. Sunday school 
enrollment has increased by 336,393; cir- 
culation of Sunday school periodicals 
has increased by 409,000 and an increase 
in total annual gifts for all purposes of 
$10,247,964 is reported. 
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Lesson for March 23 


More about Dr. Rahard.—This son of 
the oncoming Reformation, who began 
his work as a Protestant pastor in Phila- 
delphia, was decorated by the French 
Government for his splendid work 
there. Then he went to Montreal where 
by his powerful preaching he not only 
built up a large following in the Church 
of the Redeemer, but by a voluntary 
transfer of converts helped to increase 
the congregations of other French Prot- 
estant churches. 

His very success accentuated the op- 
position of the powerful Roman ma- 
chine which culminated in a protracted 
trial of eighteen months and a brief 
imprisonment with much indignity. He 
was able to prove through his lawyers 
that what he had preached was quite in 
accord with the Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Anglican Church, and that if he was 
guilty of blasphemy, the King of Eng- 
land, as head of that Church, was 
equally guilty. The trial attracted 
world-wide interest as it was the first 
of its sort for over two hundred years. 

The Sentinel says of Dr. Rahard: “He 
was a devoted friend of all those who 
for one reason or another had left the 
Church of Rome. He was particularly 
sympathetic to ex-priests who had 
thrown off the Roman yoke. His home 
was open day and night to the poor and 
lowly. He gave generously to these. 
... The great strain of these burdens 
gradually undermined his health and led 
to his premature death. Crowds thronged 
the church at the burial service— 
throngs of men and women who had 
followed him out of the slavery of 
Rome.” 


Mussolini and Missions.—Mussolini 
has been a pathfinder’for Roman Cath- 
olic missions. He suppressed the splen- 
did Swedish missions in Eritrea, turning 
their property over to Romanist priests 
and nuns and driving the Lutheran mis- 
sionaries out of the country. He closed 
Libya to all circulation of the Bible. 
The plan for Abyssinia was undoubt- 
edly to turn the Abyssinian Church and 
people over to Romanism for digestion 
at leisure. He blasted and gassed the 
Abyssinians in preparation for pouring 
them into this new ecclesiastical mould. 
His “secular arm” methods have been 
worthy of the medieval church. A 
writer in Asia says of his similar pro- 
cedure in Libya: “Graziani came to 
Libya, and before long there was hardly 
a tree or lamppost without a rotting 
human cadaver. Airplanes dropped 
educated men from a few thousand feet 
in the air. Wells were poisoned and 
others sealed with concrete, causing 
terrible suffering. Machine guns were 
turned on captives in camps, and women 
and children were allowed to die from 
hunger, thirst, and disease.” This “pacifi- 
cation” of an African mission field re- 
duced its population by close to a half 
million, but the Church of Rome was 
not disturbed. 
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Now Graziani’s Libyan army has met 
its appropriate judgment, and the Jesuit 
mission program for Abyssinia, Eritrea, 
Somaliland, and North Africa bids fair 
to pass away with it. It is but four years 
since Ethiopia was stretching forth her 
hands to God in tears for help. 


Evangelizing the Migrants.—Mr. Ralph 
E. Blakeman of Los Angeles is a railway 
postal clerk whose spare time is spent 
in evangelizing the migrant people of 
California. His employment is of such 
a nature that he has an average of a 
week in each four free. With vacation 
periods in addition he has been able, 
in the past year, to make twelve trips 
of from four to ten,days each in camps 
of these migrant people at Arvin, 
Shafter, Linden, Thornton, Tulare, 
Strathmore, Modesto, Buttonwillow, 





Promises for Prisoners 





“Precious Promises,” a folder 
containing fifty verses of comforting 
and sustaining Scripture passages, is 
being circulated in various prisons 
for memorizing. Those who com- 
plete the task receive a Bible with 
their name stamped on the cover. 
Up to date, 122 of these beautiful, 
leather-bound Bibles have been dis- 
tributed to prisoners, among whom 
are five men in the death row at 
San Quentin, California, and four of 
the condemned to death in Raiford, 
Fla. One in San Quentin writes: 
“The precious promises have helped 
me much, I shall never forget 
them. I shall send the new Bible 
to Mother.” Another, also of these 
San Quentin condemned writes: “It 
is impossible for me to express in 
words what these precious promises 
mean to me. I asked God to help 
me memorize them so that I could 
send the Bible to my mother, and 
he did.” 


Mrs. Josephine A. Wang of Los 
Angeles, who leads this unique 
work, reports Bible study courses in 
116 prisons, and is expecting a 
great immediate expansion. 











Calipatria, Brawley, Indio, and Nipomo, 
to teach Christ and him crucified. 

He has conducted from two to five 
services, or teaching classes, a day while 
in the field. From two hundred to four 
hundred Gospels, many Testaments, and 
a few Bibles have been distributed on 
each trip. Also booklets and thousands 
of tracts. In the daytime he works 
among the children with much success. 
In the evenings, there are meetings with 
up to four hundred present. Several 
hundred professions of conversion have 
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been made during the year. These are 
followed up with letters and with the 
sending of Moody colportage books. 

“IT have visited in hundreds of tents, 
trailers, shacks, — visiting with the peo- 
ple, eating with them, praying, and 
dealing with them. There is much sick- 
ness, and I have sought to visit all such 
cases, going also to the hospitals. Thou- 
sands of pieces of clothing have been 
entrusted to me and have been prayer- 
fully placed among the people. About 
$100 has come to me unsolicited. It was 
my intention to pay my own way as the 
Lord provided out of my salary as a 
railway postal clerk. The Lord has 
seen fit to add the above amount. 

“I have come to love these people. I 
have found among them my best friends. 
They are fine folks, the kind I am proud 
to know. But they are as sheep without 
a Shepherd, scattered abroad. .. . Theirs 
is a sort of hopelessness, a day to day 
struggle for existence. Those who have 
been Christians have largely drifted. 
Rarely have I heard a complaint among 
them. I am absolutely convinced that 
their great need is that of all mankind, 
—a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Mr. Blakeman is a member of the 
Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles. 


The Warning from France.—The “Gal- 
lia” of Charles Gounod, the great French 
composer, was based on the Lamenta- 
tions of Jeremiah. These marvelous 
elegies of the prophet after the fall and 
destruction of Jerusalem were the in- 
spiration of Gounod after the fall of 
Paris into German hands in 1871, and 
its partial destruction by Communists. 
That was seventy years ago, the exact 
time of the captivity of Israel in Baby- 
lon and the silence of Jerusalem’s ruin. 
Gounod cried in his great composition, 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, O turn thee, 
turn thee to the Lord thy God.” 

Paris did not turn. Marshal Petain 
attributes the fall of France to alcohol- 
ism with its affiliate scourges, syphilis 
and tuberculosis. This is probably too 
simple, yet all are agreed that there was 
a breakdown of morale from Premier 
Daladier, who drank and was incapable 
of making decisions, down to the hun- 
dreds of poilus (privates): in delirium 
tremens hurried to asylums from the 
West Front.. Our own land has in the 
past seven years been rapidly going 
down the hideous road of drunken de- 
generacy and insanity. Alcoholic bank- 
ruptcy threatens us as menacingly as 
fiscal bankruptcy. The Federal Gov- 
ernment will not give any protection 
at any point to the enlisted boys of the 
nation. Look out, America, lest the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah be some day 
applicable to you also. 


The centennial of David Livingstone’s 
arrival in Africa brings the name of that 
great missionary and great man again to 
the fore. New biographies are appearing 
which reveal afresh where the springs 
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of his life lay, and what kind of man 
he really was. It has been remarked 
that he ‘is one of the few outstanding 
Victorians who have escaped “debunk- 
ing” after the Strachey fashion. That 
is not because he had no faults, nor 
plenty of hostile critics to call attention 
to them. He could be difficult; and his 
obstinacy, when his face was set toward 
one of his goals, seemed even to his 
friends akin to madness. But he would 
not have gone forward as he did had he 
not shown himself so determined. Trac- 
ing his life from beginning to end, we 
can “see his character deepen as he meets 
the calls which come to him in obedi- 
ence to God’s ‘Come’ which he heard in 
his youth. He traveled with sealed or- 
ders, and as each seal was broken some 
new task had to be undertaken, some 
new suffering endured for His sake 
whom he called his Captain.” James 
Macnair, in his “Livingstone the Libera- 
tor” (reviewed in the Times, Nov. 23, 
1940), gives a moving picture of the last 
phase of his life: “This emaciated old 
man who wandered about for no under- 
standable purpose, with complete dis- 
regard for rain and storm, always mov- 
ing patiently on, asking innumerable 
questions, and writing everything in a 
book; gentle to everyone, and doing 
no harm; speaking of a God whose name 
was new to them, praying a great deal 
—this was the man who had set him- 
self as a knight of God to fight the slave 
trade; and in that fight he won, though 
he did not live to rejoice in his vic- 
tory.” 

It was on March 11, 1841, that Living- 
stone first landed at Simon’s Bay. He 
was quite an obscure individual then. 
Even the directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, though they wished him 
well, did not think of him as one of 
their rising hopes. They had appointed 
him only after much hesitation. Yet 
he was destined to become, with the 
possible exception of Robert Burns, the 
best known Scot of modern times. “We 
should be wanting in our faithfulness 
to history if we did not mark the day 
of Livingstone’s entrance upon his mis- 
sionary career as one of critical im- 
portance in the development of the 
Christian Church, and in the story of 
Africa, and even in the drama of hu- 
manity.” 


Livingstone’s discovery of the African, 
somebody has remarked, was even more 
important than his discovery of inte- 
rior Africa. Before his day the Negro 
was despised as fit only for menial tasks. 
By his heroic sacrifices on their behalf, 
Livingstone showed that he thought dif- 
ferently. On their part, the Africans 


vindicated his judgment in that epic 
march with his dead body to the Coast, 
which revealed such a high degree of 
resourcefulness and courage, loyalty and 
gratitude. “Together they lifted the Af- 
rican people to a higher plane in the 
world’s esteem.” 

“It was dark, it was very dark,” writes 
a saintly pioneer among the Bantus in 
Thembaland, as he recalls his first serv- 
ice in the open,*for there was no 
church. He was persistently interrupted 
by comments from curious onlookers, 
and when, at the close of the service, 
he dispensed the Communion and gave 
bread and wine to his one or two helpers 
only,— “See how stingy he is,” the crowd 
snorted, and broke up in all directions. 

Contrast the June day of exquisite 
beauty, in 1940, when a vast crowd gath- 
ered to see the installation of a Thembu 
chief. He is the first graduate of a 
university to assume this position. He 
appears, wearing his university gown 
and hood, and in his buttonhole he bears 
the badge of total abstinence. The pro- 
ceedings are opened with prayer, not 
to ancestral spirits but to the Maker 
and Redeemer. After thanks given on 
behalf of the new chief, a prominent 
councilor referred to the world situation. 
“Be content,” he said. “As far as we 
are concerned you of the governing 
race can sleep peacefully in your beds. 
We do not want Hitler among us. We 
shall stand or fall with you at all times.” 


Franz Werfel, one of the brilliant 
writers of our time, whose novels and 
other works have been translated into 
more than one language, has fallen vic- 
tim to Nazi fury. Werfel was brought 
up in a Jewish home. While still a lad 
he felt the lifelessness and futility of 
the faith he had been taught and be- 
came alienated from all religion. “Athe- 
ism is a desert,” remarked someone to 
him, referring to that period of his life. 
“No,” was his reply, “a desert has at 
least a mirage which cheers the parched 
and exhausted pilgrims for some min- 
utes, but godlessness has not even this, 
nothing but dust, despair, death.” 

Later Werfel studied philosophy in 
Prague but with no heart satisfaction. 
He turned to natural science which 
greatly interested him. Finally he came 
upon the New Testament. “In it he 
saw a new, wide, and bright world, a 
revelation of God and man in Jesus 
Christ. Ever after Christ was to him 
the fountain of life and light.” 

To witness to Christ as the Redeemer 
and Transformer of humanity, Werfel 
wrote his play, “Paul among the Jews.” 
This was staged not only in Vienna 
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where he lived, but in theaters through- 
out Germany. It drew capacity audi- 
ences, largely Jewish. They were not 
merely interested, but profoundly 
mvved, often to violent sobbings. Finally 
the orthodox Jews succeeded in having 
the play suppressed. Before Hitler com- 
pleted the subjugation of Austria, Werfel 
escaped to Paris. Later, when the Nazis 
occupied that city, he was arrested and 
executed. Hebrew Christian though he 
was, the Jewish Chronicle reported his 
tragic end, publishing his picture, and 
praising his literary gifts. 


The Orozoco mural frescoes at Dart- 
mouth College are of the madhouse sort 
common to the time. The drawing is 
as crazy as the symbolism. This old 
Congregationalist college was originally 
a mission outpost, and was promoted in 
the early days by devout English Evan- 
gelicals like Lord Dartmouth from 
whom it took its name. During the 
nineteenth century it sent out a constant 
stream of pastors and home and foreign 
missionaries, together with Christian 
laymen. But no longer is it Christian, 
or it would never have set up in its 
library such a revolting picture of Christ 
as this of the Mexican artist. 

There have been in our day great 
Christian painters, as, for example, the 
late Eugene Burnand. Burnand was a 
consummate draftsman as one would 
expect of a pupil of that master drafts- 
man, Ingres. He was also a believing 
Christian. His eighty-four illustrations 
of the Parables of Christ were the glory 
of a Paris salon thirty years ago and, 
what is better, have been the delight 
of Christians ever since. His painting, 
“The High Priestly Prayer,” in the Lau- 
sanne Gallery, is a masterpiece of mod- 
ern Christian art, for pictures may be 
both modern and Christian. His is the 
sort of art for a college of Christian 
origins. But American colleges are like 
the prodigal in a far country, in their 
art as in their philosophy, their psy- 
chology, and their normal campus life. 


Brief Notes.—The extent of faith mis- 
sions can be gauged by a single one, 
the Africa Inland Mission, which has 
250 missionaries, 53 main stations, and 
1,350 outposts with 1,800 native workers. 


Export of potash from the Dead Sea 
amounted to 9,000 tons in 1932. This 
year it is expected to pass the 100,000 
ton mark. 


It is stated that 92 volumes of Voltaire’s 
works, bound in beautiful calf binding, 
were sold some years ago at the sale of 
the Earl of Dudley’s effects, for two 
dollars. But the British Government 
paid $500,000 for the Codex Sinaiticus. 


By November 7, 1942, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Soviet control of 
Russia, all crosses must be removed 
from Russian cemeteries and be replaced 
by the sickle and hammer. 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 93. JESUS CONDEMNED AND CRUCIFIED 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 22 : 39 to 23: 56, printed text, Luke oSt3-95, '32-34a 
Golden Text.—What shall | do then with Jesus which is called Christ ?— Matt. 27: 22 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 23:13-25, 32-34a 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 23:13 And Pilate, when he had called together the chief 
priests and the rulers and the people, 

14 Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as 
one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined 
him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those 
things whereof ye accuse him: 

15 No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing 
worthy of death is done unto him. 

16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 

17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.) 

18 And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, 
and release unto us Barabbas: 

19 (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for 
murder, was cast into prison.) 

20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to 
them. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 23:13 And Pilate called together the chief priests and 
the rulers and the people, 14 and said unto them, Ye brought 
unto me this man, as one that perverteth the people: and behold, 
I, having examined him before you, found no fault in this man 
touching those things whereof ye accuse him: 15 no, nor yet 
Herod: for the sent him back unto us; and behold, nothing 
worthy of, death hath been done by him. 161 will therefore 
chastise him, and release him. 18 But they cried out all to- 
gether, saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barab- 
bas: —19 one who for a. certain insurrection made in the city, 
and for murder, was cast into prison. 20 And Pilate spake unto 
them again, desiring to release Jesus; 21 but they shouted, 
saying, Crucify, crucify him. 22 And he said unto them the 
third time, Why, Avhat evil hath this man done? I have found 
no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him and 
release him. 23 But they were urgent with loud voices, ack:ng 
that he might be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24 And 
Pilate gave sentencé that what they asked for should be done. 
25 And he released him that for insurrection and mu’der had 
been cast into prison, whom they asked for; but Jesus he deliv- 


21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 
22 And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil 
hath he done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will 


therefore chastise him, and let him go. 


23 And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he 
might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief 


priests prevailed. 


24 And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 
25 And he released unto them him that for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he 


delivered Jesus to their will. 


32 And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him 


to be put to death. 


33 And when they were come to the place, which is called 
Calvary, there they crucifiéd him, and the malefactors, one on 


the right hand, and the other on the left. 


34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 


what they do. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 

Approach to the Lesson 
S WE consider again the inspired 
A account of the condemnation and 
crucifixion of our blessed Lord, 
we may well approach the subject with 
repentant hearts and broken spirits as 
we remind ourselves afresh that it was 
for our sins that he went to the cross. 
Apart from this solemn fact there was 
no power on earth or in hell that could 
have forced Jesus Christ to die as he 
did. He need not have died at all. He 
was the sinless Son of God. But he 
chose to die as our substitute. He vol- 
untarily became our surety and under- 
took in grace to pay the debt we owed. 
The pitiable thing is that men, led on 
by Satan, should have raised wicked 
hands against him and heaped such 
shame and ignominy upon him. But it 
only told out the vileness of the sinful 
heart of man and the malignity of Satan. 
If with chastened spirits we trace our 
Saviour’s steps to the garden of Geth- 


to be put to death. 


ered up to their Will. 
32 And there were also two others, malefactors, led with him 


33 And when they came unto the place which is called * The 
skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the 
right hand and the other on the left. 


34 *And Jesus said, 


Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 


1Many ancient authorities read, I sent you to him. * Many 
ancient authorities 
release unto them at the feast one prisoner. Comp. Matt. 


insert verse 17: Now he must needs 


27:15; Mark 15:6; John 18:39. Others add the same words 


they do. 


after verse 19. * According to the Latin, Calvary, which has 
the same meaning. 
Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what 


*Some ancient authorities omit: And 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 


Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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semane, where his holy soul shrank from 
the awful cup of doom he was to drink, 
on to his mock trials before Caiaphas, 
Pilate, and Herod, and from Pilate’s 
judgment hall to Calvary with its bitter 
cross, it should surely break down our 
pride and subdue us as we reflect upon 
what sin really is, when we see the 
lengths to which men like ourselves 
could go, when under its power. 


The Historical Setting 


According to the best authorities, it 
was on the 14th Nisan (Passover time), 
A. D. 30, that the crucifixion took place. 
Christ was tried, contrary to law, at 
midnight before Caiaphas and early in 
the morning before Pilate. At 9 A. M., 
our reckoning, he was nailed to the cross. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 23:13.—“Pilate, when he had 
called together the chief priests...” 
This was the second session in Pilate’s 
courtroom, after Jesus ‘had returned 
from Herod, where he had been set at 
nought, but no charge sustained against 
him, 

Verse 14—“I .. . have found no fault 


in this man.” Pilate’s declaration should 
have meant the acquittal of Jesus, but 
that would not satisfy his relentless 
enemies, who were determined that he 
must die, little realizing that his death 
was predetermined by God (Acts 2:23). 


Verse 15.—‘No, nor yet Herod.” This 
godless king had not dared to condemn 
Jesus to death, for he well knew he 
was not guilty of the charges, either 
of blasphemy or sedition, which were 
brought against him. ° 

Verse 16.—“Chastise him, and release 
him.” To inflict chastisement on an in- 
nocent man was preposterous, but Pilate 
evidently thought by this to placate the 
Jewish leaders and so he could release 
Jesus from any greater condemnation. 


Verse 17.—“Of necessity he must re- 
lease one unto them at the feast.” The 
Romans had agreed to release:a politi- 
cal prisoner at each Passover season, 
so as to curry favor with the Jews. 
Pilate considered Jesus in that light. 


Verses 18, 19.—“Release unto us Bar- 
abbas.” With one voice they chose 
for release a famous champion of Jewish 
nationalism who was already in prison 





ae 


194 


as a seditionist and murderer. But they 
demanded the death of Jesus, the inno- 
cent One. 


Verses 20, 21—“They cried, saying, 
Crucify him.” In vain Pilate tried to 
reason with the ringleaders. They were 
insistent that Jesus must be crucified. 


Verse 22.—“I have found no cause of 
death in him.” Once more the governor 
asserted his conviction of the innocence 
of Jesus and again offered to chastise 
and release him. 


Verses 23, 24.—“They were instant... 
requiring that he might be crucified.” 
The mob, stirred up by the chief priests, 
continued to demand vociferously that 
the extreme penalty of the law be given 
to Jesus, and Pilate at last, weakly, gave 
in, and became forever infamous be- 
cause of this gross act of injustice. He 
“gave sentence that it should be as they 
required.” 


Verse 25.—“He delivered Jesus to their 
will.” This, then, was the end of man’s 
free will! When God’ incarnate ap- 
peared on earth, the will of man insisted 
that he be crucified in his own world. 


Verse 32.—‘Two other, malefactors, 
led with him to be put to death.” In 
this way a prophecy, uttered long cen- 
turies before, was fulfilled: “He was 
numbered with the transgressors” (Isa. 
53:12). 


Verse 33.—“The place, which is called 
Calvary.” Calvary is Latin for Gol- 
gotha, which is the Hebrew name and 
means the skull. It is thought by many 
that this refers to the skull-shaped hill 
outside the Damascus Gate at Jerusalem, 
which today is known as Gordon’s Cal- 
vary. On “the place of a skull” occurred 
the greatest tragedy of the ages, out of 
which was to come the greatest possible 
blessing for mankind. For there, where 
man did his worst, God did his best. 


Verse 34.—“Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do.” Our 
Lord’s petition opened a city of refuge 
for his murderers, and invalidated the 
curse that the Jewish leaders had in- 
voked when they cried, “His blood be 
on us, and on our children” (Matt. 27: 
25), for all who turn to God and trust 
the Crucified as their own Redeemer. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the central theme of all Scrip- 
ture. It was foreshadowed in the sac- 
rificial offerings before the flood and 
in the days of the patriarchs and the 
dispensation of the law. It was fore- 
told. by the prophets and was the bur- 
den of the Psalms of David. It was pre- 
dicted by John the Baptist (John 1: 
29). When Jesus began his ministry 
he spoke of himself as the one who was 
to be “lifted up” (John 3:14, 15), and 
again and again he told of his death 
as near at hand. Heavenly visitors on 
the Mount of Transfiguration were con- 
cerned about this event (Luke 9:31). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


12. (25) March 23.—Jesus Condemned and 
Crucified ....... Luke 22:39 to 23:56 
13. (26) March 30.—Christ’s Commission. 
Luke 24:36-53 
Second Quarter - 
1. April 6.—Christ Promises Power. 
Luke 24:48, 49; Acts 1 
April 13.—Christ Shows Himself Alive 
(Easter Lesson). ......... Luke 24:1-43 
. April 20.—Using Witnessing Power. 
Acts 2:1 to 4:31 
. April 27.—The Early Church Meeting 
Human Needs Acts 4:32 to 7:60 
5. May 4.—The Church Enlarging Its 
0 ee ee ll 
6. May 11.—The Responsibility of the 
Home Regarding Beverage Alcohol. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Jeremiah 35:5-10 
7. May 18.—Broadening Christian Hori- 
zons: Saul’s Conversion .....Acts 9:1-31 
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Accomplished at last, it is the founda- 


tion of all hope for salvation and will 
be the theme of the new song (Rev. 
5:9) in all the ages to come. Apart from 
the work of the cross there is no pos- 
sibility of remission of sins, but through 
this work mercy is now offered freely to 
all who will come to Christ. 


Lesson Outlines 


JESUS THE SINLESS SUFFERER 
Testimony of Pilate’s wife (Matt. 27:19) 
Pilate’s own declaration (Luke 23:22) 
Herod’s decision (Luke 23:15) 

The verdict of the penitent thief (Luke 
23: 40) 

The testimony of the centurion (Luke 
23: 47) 


THE DECLARATION OF Gop’s WorD 
He did no sin (1 Pet. 2:22) 
He knew no sin (2 Cor. 5:21) 
In him is no sin (1 John 3:5) 
Without sin (Heb. 4:15) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Soul of Jesus Made an Offering 
for Sin. It is important to realize that 
it was not the sufferings that Jesus en- 
dured at the hand of man that put away 
sin; it was what he endured at the hand 
of God, when our sins were laid upon 
him as he hung upon the cross and he 
became the sin and peace offering, pre- 
senting himself to God on our behalf to 
bear the judgment our sins deserved. 
It was then that in his holy, spotless soul 
he endured the wrath of God which 
filled the cup pressed to his.lips. See 
Isaiah 53 throughout. 


“Crucified under Pontius Pilate.” How 
little Pilate realized that for millen- 
niums his name -would be coupled with 
that of the prisoner who stood before 
him and whom he unjustly condemned 
to death. Yet in the Apostles’ Creed 
his ig the one other human name besides 
that of the virgin Mary which millions 
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of lips repeat every Lord’s Day. For 
him it is eternal infamy, because he 
failed to act on his own deepest convic- 
tions for the fear of man, which bring- 
eth a snare (Prov. 29:25). 


The City of Refuge. In the old dis- 
pensation God distinguished between the 
willful murderer and the unintentional 
manslayer. No satisfaction was to be 
taken for the life of a murderer (Num. 
35:31). It was otherwise with the igno- 
rant manslayer. For him a city of refuge 
was provided, where he might be safe 
from the avenger of blood (Num. 35: 
6-12). By his prayer for those who par- 
ticipated in his crucifixion, our Lord 
made it possible for a place of refuge 


to be opened for them. He put them 


en the ground of ignorance and so does 
the Holy Spirit through Peter (Acts 
3:17) and Paul (1 Cor. 2:8). Christ 
himself is the city of refuge, and all 
may flee to him and be delivered from 
the destroyer. They who refuse to come 
must bear their judgment as those who 
“crucify . .. the Son of God afresh, and 
put him to an open shame” (Heb. 6: 
6), thus doing despite to the Spirit of 
grace and treading under foot the Son 
of God (Heb. 10:29). 


Applications and Summaries 


Herod and Pilate were bitter political 
enemies, but were made friends in the 
rejection of Christ, just as the Sad- 
ducees, Pharisees, and Herodians, all 
rival sects, united against him whom 
God had sent to save. What is our atti- 
tude toward Jesus? Have we joined 
with the world that rejects him, or do 
we trust and confess him? 


Barabbas means “son of a father,” and 
in this he seems to suggest a mock 
Christ. The Jews refused the true Son 
of the Father, but accepted the false one. 
So it will be in a coming day, according 
to our Lord’s own prediction (John 
5:43). 


The cup, concerning which Jesus 
prayed that if possible he might be 
delivered from drinking it, was the 
cup of divine wrath against sin (Psa. 
11:6) which the wicked shouid drink, 
but which he was to drain as the sinner’s 
substitute. 


Are we, like Peter, following afar off, 
when our Saviour is spurned by wicked 
men, or are we definitely identified with 
him in his rejection? * 

It was contrary to Jewish law to bring 
any man to trial before sunrise, but the 
elders and chief priests were so deter- 
mined to destroy Jesus that they vio- 
lated their own statutes in order to con- 
demn him. 


Before Pontius Pilate, we read, Jesus 
witnessed a good confession. He de- 
clared himself to be the Son of God and 
a king whose dominion was not of this 
world. Are we boldly confessing him as 
our Saviour and Lord? 


CHICAGO. 











Lesson for March 23 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
‘ ent members of your class, letting them 
; see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


OW many separate trials were held 

for the Lord Jesus? 

2. What was the verdict of those who 
examined the Lord after his arrest? 

3. When the Lord was found innocent of 
the charges brought against him, why did 
not Pilate release him? 

4. Why was Christ sent to Herod’s Palace 
for questioning after he had been inter- 
viewed by Pilate? 

5. What accusations were offered before 
| the Council (Sanhedrin) different from 
} those presented to the representatives of 
Rome, Pilate, and Herod? 

6. What was the basie reason for the 
enmity and hatred of the leaders in Israel? 

7. If the Lord Jesus was sent to die for 
sinners, why does God hold men responsible 
for his death? 

8. What Old Testament prophecy was ful- 
filled by verse 32 of our lesson? 

9. What aspect of the death of Christ is 
emphasized in Luke’s Gospel? 

10. In what sense is a Christian “cruci- 
fied with Christ”? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 197 of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Wrong Choice.—They cried ... 
Away with this man, and release unto 
us Barabbas (Luke 23:18). Here we 
have one of the sorriest spectacles in 
history. How terrible have been the 
reactions to this rejection of a good 
man and the choosing of a bad man 
by a people who prided themselves on 
their superiority to the rest of mankind! 

It has echoed in the persecution of 
the Jews all down the centuries. The 
latest is the shameful cruelties in, of 
all places, Germany. A country where 
only awhile ago Jewish youth were lay- 
ing down their lives for the Fatherland. 

In the European history of the, Jewish 
people we have a striking example of 
the sins of the fathers visited upon the 
children. “The fathers have eaten a 
sour grape, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge” (Jer. 31:29). 

I reckon you know the very old story 
of the sailor who had been converted 
in the Water Street Mission (or some 
other). As he came out he met.a Jew. 
Without provocation and with no warn- 
ing he stepped up to the Jew and gave 
him a sock on the jaw. 

“Whad ya do that for?” cried the sur- 
prised Jew. “Because you killed my 
Saviour.” “Why, that happened 1,800 
years ago.” “Well, I’ve just now heard 
} about it.” 
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Certain so-called “Christians” have 
been all down the years “socking the 
Jew on the jaw,” so to speak. But where 
the real Christians have abounded, the 
Sermon on the Mount has spread its 
influence, and Gentile and Jew live in 
happy friendship. 


The Salvation of “Old Joe.”—Two 
other, malefactors, led with him to be 
put to death (v. 32). In this terrible 
scene on Calvary, with an agonizing 
Saviour, two criminals, and a mocking 
commission of Jewish Big Beards, plus 
a little group of heartbroken women in 
the background, the attention is natu- 
rally fixed upon the Chief Figure. 

However, I have always been fasci- 
nated by one of those criminals. He has 
been a wonderful help to me in Chris- 
tian work. When the man who has 
lived a life of unrepented sin is upon 
his death-bed, he cannot grasp the 
promises of God, and you might as well 
recite them to the bedpost. But when 
you take him to Calvary and introduce 
him to that repentant thief, he under- 
stands. 

He gets to Jesus through one of his 
own sort. I have told before of our 
old drunken blacksmith. He had no 
use for religious things, and would go 
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on great periodic sprees. His name was 
Joe. He had been upon a prolonged 
drunk and was on his death-bed in the 
old Midway Hotel, next door to our 
home. 

It was nothing new for Joe to be sick 
after one of his sprees, so little atten- 
tion was paid to him. Then a voice in- 
side of me said, “Go and see Joe.” As 
I entered the room I found the minister 
quoting suitable dying-man Scripture to 
Joe. Joe did not understand; they were 
“foolishness” to him. 

When Joe saw me he cried, “Bill! 
Bill!! Bill!!!” They told me he had 
been crying for “Bill” all day. “We 
thought he wanted his crony, Bill Dick- 
inson.” I did not preach or pray. I took 
poor old Joe to Calvary and said, “Look, 
Joe. See that thief? Well, that’s you. 
All that dying sinner said was ‘Remem- 
ber me!’ You can say that, Joe.” 

Joe in his dying agony was able to 
stammer, as he rose up on his bed, 
“Lord, remember me.” An indescribable 
look came over his face as he cried, 
“Glory! Glory!!. I see it! I see it!” 
Joe dropped back into a coma and soon 
died. 


The Great Forgiver.—Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do 
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“I am crucified with Christ: neverth 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which | now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” ace 

Galatians 2:20 
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(v. 34). Those Jewish executioners cer- 
tainly did not know “what they do.” 
No group. of men ever gave their nation 
a harder blow. The agony of that dark 
day on Calvary has reverberated down 
the centuries in unspeakable sufferings. 
And never more terribly and hatefully 
than in this later day. 

As I write this note the wife of a 
prosperous Jewish manufacturer from 
Czechoslovakia, putting her two young 
children under her arms, ieaped to the 
death of all three from a window of a 
Chicago hotel. The man’s factory had 
been taken from him and he and his 
family driven from his country simply 
because the conquering Nazis hated the 
Jews. 

The newspapers are filled with ac; 
counts of despairing Jews, driven in- 
sane by persecution, taking their own 
lives. We have an expression of futility, 
“All dressed up, and nowhere to go.” 
With the German Jews it is a case of, 
“All rooted out, with nowhere to go.” 

The Lord Jesus had no bitterness. Real 
Christianity is a sweet and not a bitter 
religion. Heaven is 4 Great Forgiver. 
Moses knew that, as he pled for his 
people. Abraham knew that as he 
pled for Sodom and Gomorrah. Jesus 
told his disciples when they asked how 
to pray, “Forgive us ... as we forgive.” 
Stephen follows his Master’s example. 
(Exod. 32:11-14; Gen. 18:23-33; Acts 7: 
60.) 

Here is the unvarnished truth: if a 
man or woman “has it in” for another, 
then he or she cannot claim any godli- 


ness, according to the plain teaching of 


Scripture. Let all the “Don’t-speaks” 
take notice! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
w 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how may we tell thee our gratitude for what 
was done for us on Calvary’s cress! We are 
so utterly unworthy. We could not offer any 
gieam of worthiness to thee in response to 
thy love toward us sinners. May we realize 
how needful it is for us to take up the cross, 
if we would follow the Lord Jesus, not in 
any shallow sense of bearing with patience 
the little annoyances of life, but to the depth 
of life laid down in his service without reser- 
vations. Lord Jesus, we would indeed follow 
thee and serve thee. We would indeed show 
forth our love to thee in the joy of service 
in thy name, against any opposition with 
which Satan may confront us. Help us, we 


pray thee, to be faithful in the inner life, and 


to lead others to thee, in word and conduct, 
and in faith-filled apppropriation of thyself. 
In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Once more we are 
led to study a rich lesson on the cross. 
When we speak of bearing our crosses, 
we are not bearing the cross on which 
Jesus suffered on Calvary, for what we 
call crosses are very often only matters 
that anyone may do well to overcome, 
—the little annoyances of life, the un- 
comfortabie things. The Lord said: “If 
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any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.” That is something differ- 
ent. The cross was the sign of the lay- 
ing down of life. If we take up the 
cross and follow him, we commit our 
lives to him, and take upon us the sign 
of that commitment. And that cross 
shines always in the light of God’s love. 
John McNeil once said that there was 
one man who knew what the substitu- 
tionary death of Christ really meant, if 
no one else did, and that‘man was Bar- 
abbas who was released from his con- 
demnation, and Christ was made the 
victim of the mob in his stead. And 
you will notice that God’s Word tells us 
that it was while we were yet sinners 


that Christ died for us. If you have a ~ 


clear notion of what sin is, then you 
will begin to realize something of the 
cross itself, as standing between us and 
divine justice, with our Lord upon that 
cross as our substitute. Shall we ask the 
Lord to give us the readiness, and cour- 
age, and loyalty to take up our cross and 
follow him? Let us pray. 





THE CROSS 
HIS CACRIFICE 
FOR US WINNERS 





“FOR GOD SO LOVED” 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading way | a leafiet ex- 
pleining the conditions of this department. The 
ull list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
oe editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


My Choice,—and His—What shall I 
do then with Jesus which is called 
Christ? (Golden Text.) 

My family — what would they say, 

Should I give all to Christ today? 

Or would my comrades think me odd 

If I should choose the path He trod? 


Shall I give up each cherished whim 
And crucify myself for Him? 


I ponder long. Which shall it be— 
Christ Jesus or the world for me? 


Then, hark! I hear the crucified 
And risen Lord so long denied: 


“My child,”” He whispers tenderly, 

“I made a choice. I died for thee.” 
—From Beatrice E. Borchardt, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth 
E. Dow, Frankfort, Maine. Prize, illus- 
tration. 


Only Perfection Would Do—I ... 
have found no fault with this man 
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(Luke 23:14). A missionary in Africa 
heard a boy say: “The lack of my fifth 
toe on the left foot is my life. They 
were going to make me one of the sac- 
rifices at So-and-so’s funeral, but a sac- 
rifice with a blemish won’t do, so I got 
off.” What a striking reminder of our 
perfect Sacrifice! “Your lamb shall be 
without blemish” (Exod. 12:5).—From 
the Christian Herdld. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


No Time for Delay.—And they cried 
out all at once, saying, Away with this 
man, and release unto us Barabbas (v. 
18). An earnest preacher received a 
great surprise as he stood before his 
audience engaged in the delivery of a 
glowing message, as related by Richard 
Weaver. “On one occasion my son was 
speaking on a platform about those 
olden time Jews demanding that Bar- 
abbas should be released to them and 
Christ crucified. Standing forth he de- 
claimed: ‘Christ or Barabbas! Christ 
or Barabbas! Choose ye this day whom 
ye will have!’ He did not expect an 
immediate response, but much to his 
surprise, a young man in the center of 
the hall jumped up and enthusiastically 
cried out: ‘Christ for me! Christ for 
me!’ That was settling the question 
of salvation for eternity at once. The 
candidate saw, by the light and teaching 
of the Word and the Spirit, that there 
was no time for delay, and nothing to 
be gained by procrastination. Are there 
not all too many unsaved people around 
us with whom it would be well for them 
to decide just now, with all the earnest- 
ness that that young man did: ‘Christ 
for me! Christ for me!’”—From the 
Illustrator. Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, 
Bend, Oreg. 


Something More Than Repentance.— 
There were also two other, malefactors (v. 
32). A clergyman, talking about death-bed 
conversion, said to a Christian woman, 
“Do you think that a death-bed repent- 
ance does away with a whole life of 
sin?” “No,” she answered quietly, “but 
Calvary does.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Not the Crucifix, but the Crucified.— 
And when they were come to the place, 
which is called Calvary, there they cruci- 
fied him (v. 33a). James Parker of Plain- 
field, N. J., was visiting in a hospital, 
when a nurse indicated a bed sur- 
rounded with white screens, and whis- 
pered, “The poor man is dying. The 
priest has been here and administered 
the last sacrament. He cannot live 
long.” Mr. Parker begged to go inside 
the screen, and permission was granted. 
As he looked down upon the dying man 
he observed a crucifix on his bosom. 
He stooped over and lifted it up. The 
sick man lifted his eyes and looked dis- 
tressed. “Put it back,” he whispered, 
“I want to die with it on my breast.” 
The visitor pointed to the figure pic- 
tured on the cross, and said fervently, 














— 





Lesson for March 23 


“He’s a wonderful Saviour!” “Yes, yes, 
I love the crucifix. Put it back, please. 
I hope it will help me to die well.” “Not 
the crucifix,” was the reply, “but the 
One who. died on the cross, the Lord 
Jesus; He died to save you.” The man 
looked bewildered, then his face bright- 
ened: “Oh, I see, not the crucifix but 
the One who died. He died for me. I 
see, sir, I see. I never understood it be- 
fore.” It was evident that faith had 
sprung up in his soul. Mr. Parker re- 
placed the crucifix, offered a_ brief 
prayer, and left. In a few minutes he 
observed the body being wheeled out 
of the ward.—From “Full Assurance,” 
by Dr. H. A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


What Took Away the Bitterness.— 
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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for they know not what they do (v. 
34a). A poor stonemason in China was 
robbed by a highwayman and struck on 
the knee. His knee became infected. 
After months it healed, but his leg was 
then doubled up and so stiff that he 
could not use it. While hé was in a 
Christian hospital where his leg was 
gradually restored, his neighbors looted 
his fields and robbed his father. He 
was yearning to get well to take re- 
venge on his assailant, and now he was 
even more impatient to get well that 
he might take it out on his neighbors. 
But gradually a change came over him, 
and when he went away, healed and 
strong, and I was telling him to forgive 
them as Christ had forgiven him, he 
said: “Don’t you worry. As soon as 
ever I understood what Christ had done 
for me, all the bitterness and enmity 
went out of my heart, and now I don’t 
want to hurt them any more.” He took 
home Gospels and tracts, and came back 
to tell me how happy he was: all his 
affairs were prospering, and his family 
and neighbors becoming interested in 
the truth. He was a great, big, strong 
fellow who would have plunged into a 
lifelong feud, but for the Saviour; and 
he is now heaping coals of fire on the 


heads of his enemies by evangelizing , 


them.—From “The Earnest Worker.” 
Sent by Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, 
Va. 


ie 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 195) 


1. Five separate trials were held: A pre- 
liminary, illegal session in the night, at the 
home of the high priest (Luke 22:54); at 
daylight the Sanhedrin met to question 
Christ (v. 66); in Pilate’s Judgment Hall 
(23:1): at Herod’s Palace in Jerusalem (v. 
7); again at Pilate’s Hall (v. 11). 


2. “I find no fault in this man.” He was 
the Lamb of God, without spot or blemish. 


3. It is evident that he feared he would 
be charged with releasing an enemy of 
Czesar, and so might lose his place as gov- 
ernor. 


4. “When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked 
whether the man were a Galilean. As 
soon as he knew that he belonged unto 
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, 
who himself also was at Jerusalem at that 
time” (Luke 23:6, 7). 


5. Before the Jewish leaders Christ was 
accused of blasphemy (Luke 22:66-71; Mark 
14:61-64). 


6. His holiness revealed their sinfulness, 
and they feared the alienation of the peo- 
ple from themselves. 


7. The actions of his enemies manifested 
the wickedness of their hearts, and showed 
their determination to reject the One sent 
to save them. 


8. Isaiah 53:13: “He was numbered with 
the transgressors.” 


9. That of the peace offering, in which 


God and man are brought together by sac- 
rifice. 


10. We are “crucified with Christ” in that 
he “bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness” (1 Pet. 2:24). Most 
certainly we should “present” these “bodies 
a living sacrifice” unto him (Rom. 12:1). 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Crucified !’’ 


Discussion: What would you say caused 
Jesus the keenest suffering? 


Objective: Realizing Calvary. 











AY, fellows, will you take a square 

look, a deliberate and unhurried 
look, at the trial and death of the Lord 
Jesus? We have heard the “crucifixion” 
spoken of, and seen it in print so many 
times, that we have grown used to ijt. 
The shock of it and the surprise of it 
have worn away with the repetition. It 
is something that took place nearly two 
thousand years ago, and in a land that 
is thousands of miles away from us. 
But we should not look upon it that way. 
If we do, much of its meaning for us 
personally is lost. This is one historic 
event that should be as present with you 
as today and as near to you as the gar- 
ments you wear. We may have been 
startled at first by the shocking cruelty 
with which Jesus was treated, but we 
have just bundled the whole tragic in- 
cident up and laid it upon the shelf 
as a kind of relic of the barbarity of 
pagans who lived in the past. 

Doubtless it is not intended that we 
should continually iwell upon the tor- 
turing details of that Thursday night 
and Friday of so long ago, but at least 
once in a while we should take down 
the awful bundle of facts, open it up, 
and look over the tragic details one by 
one. Let us try in our imagination to 
walk beside our Saviour and personally 
witness how he suffered for us in body, 
mind, and spirit. It is only as we do 
this that we can begin to appreciate 
even in a small way what he did for you 
and me, and to realize what it cost the 
Son of God to redeem you and me— 
sinners condemned to eternal death. 

The trial of Jesus was a cruel farce 
all the way through. Can you imagine 
King George of England being subjected 
to the indignities and insults which wére 
heaped upon Jesus Christ, who is the 
King of kings? The twenty-second and 
twenty-third chapters of Luke’s record 
present a fair study of the whole miser- 
able business. Beginning in the garden 
where Jesus was set upon by a band of 
ruffians and soldiers, led by Judas the 
betrayer, and arrested as a thief, let us 
follow to the high priest’s house. With 
a soldier on each side, holding him as 
though he might break away, the mob 
closed in about him; some ran close 
and struck him with their fists or with 
sticks, some actually spat upon him to 
show their bitter hatred. There was 
not a friend near. Peter was following, 
but so far back there in the dark he 
could not be seen. They blindfolded 
him, then struck him in the face and 
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mocked him, saying, “Now, you prophet, 
tell us who hit you!” Yelling like wild 
men they took him before Pilate the 
governor and there continued their re- 
vilings and insults; then before Herod, 
where in jest they put a “gorgeous robe” 
on him and in wicked glee bowed be- 
fore him in mimic homage. The soldiers 
scourged him and put a crown of thorns 
on his brow, and Pilate condemned him 
to death at the demand of the Jews who 
chose Barabbas the robber to be re- 
leased in his stead. “Crucify him! 
crucify him!” they cried, and led him 
away to Calvary. There they nailed his 
hands and feet to the cross, driving the 
cold iron spikes through his palms and 
the sensitive insteps of his feet. Can 
you imagine the suffering, the death 
agony of Jesus? And this, doubtless, 
could not compare with the spirit an- 
guish he suffered in the garden of Geth- 
semane the night before. 

Fellows, Jesus Christ, the blessed Son 
of God, did that for you and me. Have 
you done anything for him? Ask your- 
self that question. Can you ever pay 
him back for that? Have you enough 
life, enough property, enough influence, 
enough heart to pay him back even in 
a small measure for that? 

When you look at what he did, then 
surely you must give him everything. 
It can be nothing less. 

Avon Park, FLa. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


T WAS a busy day in Jerusalem. 

Many extra people were in the 
city to celebrate the Passover feast—a 
Thanksgiving feast in memory of God's 
saving the Jewish people when they 
were foreigners in Egypt—a _ feast 
which pointed forward, too, to the Lamb 
of God, the Saviour of the world. Most 
families were busy with the prepara- 
tion of the feast, but certain folks had 
other ‘business. I have written the 
names of some of them on the board: 
the chief priests and scribes, Judas, Peter, 
and John. Will the Juniors who had 
the verses that tell about them write 
sentences telling what they were do- 
ing? 

Now it was evening. The twelve dis- 
ciples and their Master were together 
for the Passover feast. There was a 
little argument over best seats and who 
should do the “dirty work” such as 
washing the dusty feet. Jesus told them 
the greatest one was the one who — fin- 
ish the sentence. Jesus did something, 
too. He took the towel and basin, and 
went around and washed the disciples’ 
feet himself. Then he said the words 
we find in John 13:14. At last they 
were ready for the supper. The Lord 
changed the old feast into a new one 
for Christians. James, tell us about it. 
Did the Lord know what Judas was “up 
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to”? Did he know what Peter was going 
to do? Did Peter himself know? 

The little group left the house, and 
by moonlight crossed the valley to the 
Mount of Olives. Here the Lord began 
to be in great sorrow and pain. What 
did he pray for? Soon a group of men 
could be seen ascending the hill led 
by a man named (Continue the 
story, letting the children supply facts 
and answer questions.) 

What was going on inside the house 
while Peter was outside being teased by 
the girls? Yes, the priests were deciding 
what to do with Jesus. You know what 
they finally decided to do, During this 





coming week read, or ask someone to- 


read to you, the whole sad story as told 
by Luke in 22:63 to 23:56. 

Why did the Lord have to suffer so, 
and die such a cruel death? (It has 
been said that no spiritual truth is too 
deep for children to understand if it 
can be presented to them in their own 
vocabulary. That the Saviour’s death 
was vicarious and for them may be 
made more real to Juniors through see- 
ing as well as hearing if the following 
object lesson is used with Scripture, 
Have at hand blocks bearing the first 
initial of every member of the class in- 
cluding yourself, and another, larger if 
possible, with the letter J far Jesus. 
Prepare squares of black paper the same 
sizé as a surface of the blocks and a 
white square for the J block. Let chil- 
dren discuss questions and confirm with 
at least one Scripture passage.) Had 
the Lord Jesus done any sin for which 
he needed to die? (Use Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 
2:22; 1 John 3:5. Place white square 
upon block. Let the teacher confess that 
she is a sinner and place black square 
upon her block. Lead each pupil to 
acknowledge faults and place black 
square upon his block.) What is the 
pay for such lives as ours? (Rom. 6:23 
poster as described in lesson for March 
9.) Could we ever live with God in 
Heaven while sin and death were with 
us? Even though God loved us, he 
couldn’t give us eternal life while we 
had death. The two just couldn’t go 
together any more than you can have 
both dirty and clean hands at the same 
time. So the Saviour came to take the 
sin and death on himself. (Use Isa. 
53:5, 6; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24. Trans- 
fer black squares to the J block.) 

Did you ever feel guilty for just one 
thing you had done? But the Lord bore 
all the sins not only of you and me, but 
of everybody in our town, in the world, 
everybody who ever has lived or ever 
will live (Rom. 3:10, 23). What a mass 
of sin piled on one! Do you wonder 
he prayed, “Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me”? But there 
was no other way if you and I were to 
have eternal life. Let us thank him for 
what he did for us. 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To exalt the Lord Jesus as Lamb 
of God, Sci of God, High Priest, King. 

Activity.—Read the lesson text (Luke 
22:39 to 23:56) several times. Compare 
this with the accounfS in Matthew 26: 
36 to 27:50; Mark 14:32 to 15:37; John 
18:1 to 19:30. 


Poster Picture.—Show a group of young 
people that represent members of the 
class. Print around them the words: 
“What Shall I Do with Jesus?” 


Memory Verse.—‘‘For GOD so loved the 
world, that HE gave HIS only begotten 
SON, that whosoever believeth in HIM 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
LIFE” .(John 3:16). 











| ype revealed to Theophilus the cer- 
tainty and beauty. of Christ in a 
sick and brokenhearted world. Even in 
this story of the crucifixion, divine love 
towers supreme above the darkness and 
cruelty of those who rejected Christ. 

Calvary was the world’s greatest trag- 
edy, but it was also the world’s greatest 
blessing. 

“I want Jesus to put his good blood 
in my mommy,” sighed a small girl 
who had accepted Christ, but whose 
mother was habitually drunk. This is 
Christ’s desire also. This mother is one 
whom God loved so much that he sent 
his only begotten Son to Calvary for 
her (Luke 22:20; Heb. 9:25; Lev. 17:11). 

God planned Calvary to prove his 
love to man. Men planned Calvary be- 
cause they had no natural love for God. 

List separately the individuals and 
groups who took some part in the cru- 
cifixion. What was the leading sin of 
each? How do these correspond with 
attitudes toward Christ today? What 
was Christ’s response in each case? 


PERVERTED LOVE 


For the love of about $19.50, the price 
of a slave, Judas betrayed his Lord. 
(See 1 Tim. 6:10.) He used a sign of 
affection as a weapon of betrayal. When 
he realized his mistake, instead of ask- 
ing forgiveness of the One whose love 
is everlasting, Judas, attempting by him- 
self to relieve his burden and misery, 
“went and hanged himself,” thus elimi- 
nating forever the opportunity for re- 
lease (Heb. 10:26-29). 


DorRMANT LOVE 


Peter thought he loved, but his love 
had never been tried (Luke 22:32, 50; 
John 21:15; Rev. 2:4). Not until he be- 
held the compassionate love of his suf- 
fering Saviour for himself, did Peter 
know how deeply he loved (John 21: 
15). 


IMPERFECT “LOVE” 

“T find no fault in this man,” insisted 
Pilate to the mob, “no cause of death in 
him.” The cause of Christ’s death was 
not in Christ. It was in Pilate, and the 
rest of us (1 Cor. 15:3). Because Pilate 




















* was not divine. 


Lesson for March 23 


feared for his earthly position, and 
feared the opinion of an earthly king, he 
lost a position in Heaven, and the gra- 
cious favor of Heaven’s King (Col. 3:2; 
1 John 4:18). 


ABSENCE OF LOVE 


The religious leaders of the Jews pre- 
sumed to tell the Son of God that he 
They could not believe 
that he had a priesthood higher than 
their own, higher even than that of 
Aaron. He was “a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec” (Heb. 7:21). 

Often the Jews who mocked and cru- 
cified the Holy One of Israel had taken 


‘a perfect lamb to their priests, and as 


they had placed their hands upon the 
heads of their lambs, had said, “This 
offering will die as my substitute so 
that I may be forgiven.” As they led 
the Lamb of God to God’s altar at Cal- 
vary, they did not place their hands 
uporr him to identify themselves with 
their Sin-bearer. God himself “laid on 
him the iniquity of us all” (2 Cor. 5: 
21; Heb. 10:12; 1 Pet. 2:24). 


SYMPATHETIC LOVE 


The “great company of people, and 
of women” who sorrowed because Christ 
was hurt did not understand that his 
wounds were for their transgressions 
(Isa. 53: 5, 6). Had they known, how 
penitent they would have been! 


SURRENDERED LOVE 


The repentant thief, in spite of his 
own suffering, gave a testimony to a 
fellow sinner, and asked pardon of the 
dying, loving Saviour. Even in his 
agony this thief knew that there was 
‘nothing amiss” about Christ, and he 
wanted to be near him forever. 


DIvINE LOVE 


From “the foundation of the world” 
Christ knew he must suffer and die 
(Mark 8:31). Because there was no other 
alternative, he volunteered to be our of- 
fering for sin (Luke 22:42; Heb. 5:7- 
10). Even for those who gloried in his 
death he asked forgiveness (Luke 23: 
34). His love was greater than our sin 
(John 15:13). 

Girls, what will you do with Jesus? 

Such a Saviour is worthy of our serv- 
ice. Next week we shall consider how 
he who died for us asks us to live for 
him. Learn Mark 16:15. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

ye 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


APPROACH 


HE beautiful story is told of a young 
Jewish lad and his pet lamb. He 
helped his father tend the sheep, and 
from the first day, he had claimed this 
lamb as his own. The lamb was so 


tame that he followed little Joseph like 
a dog, and the boy loved him very much. 
As the time for the Feast of the Pass- 
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over drew near, Joseph saw his father 
looking at his lamb, and his heart sank. 
The lamb was so beautiful, and he knew 
the law required that the lamb must 
be perfect. He went about his work 
with a leaden heart. One day his father 
said to him, “Son, I think your lamb is 
the finest one we have, he should be 
the Passover lamb.” The boy cried out, 
“Oh, Father, why can’t we use some 
other lamb? I love my lamb so much !” 
The father was wise, and just said, “Son, 
we should give unto Jehovah the best 
we have.” So Joseph fought the battle 
out in his own heart, and on the morn- 
ing that the lamb must be shut up for 
examination, Joseph came to his father 
and said, “Take my lamb, Father. I do 
love him, but I love Jehovah more.” 
And so they took Joseph’s lamb from 
the flock, and he was shut up for four 
days to be sure there was nothing the 
matter with him. Joseph’s father looked 
him over carefully, and several of the 
men together examined him, and they 
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pronounced him without blemish, per- 
fect, fit to be the Passover lamb. 


PRESENTATION 


Last Sunday we found that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was our Passover Lamb, 
the one who shed his blood for us.: He 
was caught and examined more care- 
fully than the Passover lamb that lit- 
tle Joseph had. Do you know how many 
people examined him and said he was 
perfect, without fault? When Judas be- 
trayed him, the mob took him to the 
high priest. When they examined him, 
they found no fault in him, but believed 
the word of false witnesses (Matt. 26: 
60-62). Then they took Jesus to Pilate 
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and he sent him to Herod, who examined 
him and sent him back. Then Pilate 
spoke to the people and told them 
neither Herod nor himself could find 
anything wrong with Jesus, and Pilate 
wanted to scourge him and let him go, 
because he knew there was no fault in 
him. But the people cried out, “Crucify 
him, crucify him.” Pilate’s wife said 
Christ was a just man, and warned 
Pilate not to have anything to do with 
him. So Pilate took water and washed 
his hands, saying he was innocent of 
the blood of this just man. 

Even Judas, who betrayed him for 
thirty pieces of silver, came back. and 
tried to give the money back to the 
chief priests and elders, saying, “I have 
sinned in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood.” Even Judas knew there 
was no fault in him. 

After the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross, the Roman centurion 
who saw him die exclaimed, fearing 
greatly, “Truly this was the Son of God.” 

Why did Christ die? When all these 
people said there was no fault in him, 
why should Christ have died on the 
cross? That the Scripture might be ful- 
filled, and that we might have a Saviour. 


APPLICATION 


Use the Scripturegraph. At the top 
of the board, against a dark and bleak 
background, put three crosses. Below 
them, and at the left, put the word 
“Faultless.” In the center of the board 
put the words “Examined by,” and in 
a column below list the following: High 
Priest, Herod, Pilate’s wife, Pilate, 
Judas, centurion. At the right, print, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” and “The 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” 

Christ came to earth to die, that we 
might live. “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life”. (John 3:16). 

Only a perfect lamb would do for 
the Passover lamb; only a perfect Lamb 
could atone for the sin of the world. 
Only the perfect Son of God could save 
us, so he died, the just for the unjust, 
that we might be saved. 

Make a personal appeal to the chil- 
dren. Is Jesus Christ your Saviour? 
Don’t be afraid to ask children to ac- 
cept Christ. Do you know that one of 
the greatest revivals of all history is 
sweeping the world today, quietly, al- 
most unobserved, through the work of 
Child Evangelism classes? (If you want 
to know more about them, you may 
write to the Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago.) 
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God's Eternal Purpose 
(Continued from second page) 


Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.” It must have been when David 
was watching over the. sheep one star- 
lit night that his heart burst forth in 
the praise recorded in another Psalm: 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth his handy- 
work.” Directly from tending the sheep 
God called David to be anointed king 
of Israel. Through his work as a shep- 
herd, where in the quiet watches of the 
night he could enjoy sweet’ communion 
with his Maker, God fitted him to be- 
come a courageous champion for the 
right, a God-fearing king, and the sweet 
singer of Is~sel. 

It is not hard for us to believe, when 
we can see the end from the beginhing, 
that God did have a plan for these, his 
servants. Can we not believe, just as 
surely, that he has a plan for our lives? 
Joseph was steadfast because he could 
not “sin against God”; Moses met God 
“face to face”; David was the man after 
God’s own heart. The way may not 
always be clear to us, yet if we, even 
as did these, place God in the center 
of our lives, we can, with David, say 
with perfect confidence in our Good 
Shepherd, “He leadeth me.” 
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A Snow Story 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


= woods and fields were dumb 
with snow. No blue jays squalled, 
or white-petticoated juncos clicked, and 
there was not even the caw of a pass- 
ing crow from the cold sky. As I fol- 
lowed the unbroken wood road it 
seemed as if all the wild-folk were gone. 

The snow told a different story. On 
its smooth surface were records of the 
lives that had throbbed and passed and 
ebbed beneath the silent trees in the 
dark. 

Lace-work patterns and_ traceries 
showed wt.ere scores of the mice-folk 
had come up from their tunnels beneath 
the whiteness, and had frolicked and 
feasted the long night through. Some 
of them showed a tail-mark in the snow. 
These were the tracks of the white- 
footed or deer-mice. Other tailless tracks 
were those of the burly, short-tailed 
meadow mice. 


Among them all showed a faint trail, 
which looked like a string of tiny ex- 
clamation marks with a tail-mark be- 
tween ther, and I recognized the tracks 
of the masked shrew, the smallest mam- 
This tiny, 


mal of our Eastern States. 
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fierce beastling is only about the length 
of a man’s little finger, and would tip 
a jeweler’s scale at less than forty-five 
grains. 

A shrew’s whole life is a swift hunt 
for food. Every day, although appar- 
ently eyeless and earless, with its long, 
crooked, crocodile jaws it consumes 
more than its own weight in flesh and 
blood, and is a match for any mouse it 
meets. 

That day the snow said that the shrew 
had been an unwelcome guest at the 
mouse dinner of dry seeds spread all 
over the snowy tablecloth. 

Wherever its trail touched the mass 
of mice tracks, they dissolved into 
separate lines, radiating out like the 
spokes of a wheel, with the paw-marks 
far apart, showing that the mice had 
fled for their lives at the approach of 
the tiny shrew. 

The shrew-track ran for some distance 
in a long, straight line and then —stop- 
ped. 

The Sword of Damocles which hangs 
forever over the heads of all of the wild- 
folk had fallen. A tiny fleck of blood 
and a single track like a great X on the 
snow told the tale of its passing, for 
an X is the owl signature, just as a K 
is of the hawk clan. 

All the fierceness and swiftness and 
courage of the little shrew availed noth- 
ing when the talons of that death-in- 
the-dark, a great horned owl, campos 
through its soft fur. 

HAVERFORD, PA. 
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Dan Gilbert's 
Speaking Engagements 


R. DAN GILBERT, General Secre- 
tary of the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentals Association, will speak during 
the month of March at the following 
places: 
March 9.—Gospel Temple, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
the Rev. Clifford Hollifield, pastor. 


March 12, 13.—Missionary Church, Grabill, 
Ind.; the Rev. Harvey Mitchell, pastor. 


March 15-21.—Indianapolis, Ind.; the Rev. 
Harold Ranes, Baptist church, in charge. 


March 25, 26.—Grace Seminary, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 


March 27-29.—First Baptist Church, Decatur, 
Ind.; the Rev. Carey Moser, pastor. 


March 30.—First Brethren Church, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; the Rev. C. W. Abbey, pastor. 
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A Notable Conference 
of Christian Educators 


R. BOB JONES, president of Bob 

Jones College, Cleveland, Tenn., and 
chairman of the Educational Committee 
of the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association, sometime ago called a meet- 
ing of the heads of well-known orthodox 
colleges and Bible institutes, together 
with the editors of well-known religious 
periodicals, to meet at the LaSalle Hotel 
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in Chicago on December 19, with the 
idea of binding together in a stronger 
brotherhood the exponents of evangeli- 
cal educational orthodoxy, and also to 
give to the public a statement of their 
impressions of the educational situation 
in America. A special committee com- 
posed of Dr. V. R. Edman, President of 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIL, chair- 
man; Dr. Will H. Houghton, President 
of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; Dr. 
Bob Jones, Jr., acting president of Bob 
Jones College; Dr. W. B. Riley, President 
of Northwestern Bible and Missionary 
Training School, Minneapolis; Dr. 
Thomas Moseley, President of Mission- 
ary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y.; 
Dr. Stephen W. Paine, President of 
Houghton College, Houghton, N. Y.; and 
Dr. R. A. Forrest, President of Toccoa 
Falls Institute, Toccoa Falls, Ga., drew 
up the following resolutions: 


WHEREAS, modern education manifests 
trends toward atheism, Communism, 
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Fascism, and materialism, and in many 
directions seems to have set itself for 
the destruction of the very foundations 
upon which civilization so far has found 
security; and 

WHEREAS, some educational institutions 
which were originally brought into ex- 
istence by the churches, have now be- 
come the foes of the churches, through 
their attacks on the Bible and the faith 
of the churches; and 

WHEREAS, multitudes of young people 
have been sent from Christian homes to 
these educational institutions, only to 
be returned with broken faith, a cynical 
sneer, and at times wrecked morals, 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our 
amazement at the sight of Americans, 
who believe in the things for which 
America has stood through the years, 
giving their children and their money 
to educational institutions which, inten- 
tionally or not, are at work undermining 
the very foundations on which our eco- 
nomic and moral structure rests; and 

BE IT RESOLVED that we call the atten- 
tion of educators to the need of a per- 
sonal return to the Word of God, with 
an open mind and humility of heart. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on 
the people of America, in these danger- 
ous days, to raily to the educational in- 
stitutions which are teaching the things 
consistent with the revealed will and 
Word of God. 


The resolutions were unanimously 
passed and given to the press. The con- 
sensus of opinion of all the men assem- 
bled at this conference is that plain, 
everyday Christian Americans should 
wake up to the perils that lurk in the 
classrooms of many of our schools and 
colleges, some of which are supported 
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by orthodox church people, because these 
people do not realize what is actually go- 
ing on. It is Dr. Jones’ opinion that the 
greatest danger to the welfare of this 
nation is in the classrooms of colleges 
and universities where teachers are 
raising question marks in the minds of 
young people about the authority of the 
Word of God and the traditions which 
have made this nation great. 





With the New Books 





Heroes of the Old Testament. By . 


Marion Poppen Athy. (Lutheran Book 
Concern, 55-59 E. Main St., Columbus, 
Ohio, $1.) The Commission on Parish 
Education of the American Lutheran 
Conference is encouraging weekday re- 
ligious instruction in the churches of 
that denomination by the publication of 
a course of study with textbooks and 
other materials. This book is a teacher’s 


‘manual for use in Grade IV, with plans 


for a school of thirty sessions. It isa 
complete guide for teaching the course, 
containing subject matter and sugges- 
tions for teaching and pupil participa- 
tion. The subject matter is a biographi- 
cal study of great characters of the Old 
Testament. These characters are brought 
to the attention of the children in such 
a way as to emphasize strongly that 
which made them God’s true servants. 
Not only are the well-known charac- 
ters of the Old Testament studied, but 
also some who are not so familiar to 
boys and girls, such as Ezra, Jeremiah, 
Josiah, Isaiah, Micah, and Amos. For 
every lesson the teacher’s aim is clearly 
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stated, the materials needed listed, sug- 
gestions made to the teacher, and plans 
for the actual session when the pupils 
are present given in detail. Teachers of 
Juniors in all denominations who are 
looking for an all-Bible course for week- 
day instruction will find in this book a 
valuable course of study. 


The Eleventh Hour. By Arthur I. Brown, 
M.D. (Fundamental Truth Publishers, 
Findlay, Ohio, cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents.) 
A large group of Christians was once 
asked which of several Bible verities 
had influenced them most in receiving 
Christ as Saviour. By far the greatest 
number replied, “The Lord’s Second 
Coming.” This being true, Dr. Brown 
has done the church a service in pre- 
paring a second volume on this subject. 

Beginning then “With God and the 
Devil Through the Ages,” the reader is 
given a panoramic view of the present 
world crisis and is shown that, accord- 
ing to Scripture, Hitler will not and can- 
not found a world-wide empire. It is 
shown also, and rather conclusively, that 
the Antichrist will be a resurrected Ro- 
man Emperor, perhaps Nero, perhaps 
Mussolini. Daniel’s seventy weeks 
prophecy is considered, also the two 
great future conflicts, and then the un- 
veiled mysteries of the Revelation. 
Lastly, there are given twenty signs of 
the Lord’s imminent return, all of which 
add much to one’s assurance of the near- 
ness of these great events, —a truth that 
is at once both comforting and cleansing. 
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A Course for Ministers 


OMETHING new for pastors was in- 

troduced last year by the Moody 
Bible Institute. of Chicago and will be 
repeated again this year—a brief Post- 
graduate School for Preachers. 

Planned especially for pastors who 
feel that they can do better ministering 
and preaching with the aid of further 
study, this course includes an interest- 
ing combination of studies. Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith will teach Modern Apologetics; 
Dr. Carl Armerding, Expository Homi- 
letics; Dr. Max I. Reich, Messianic 
Prophecy; ana Kenneth S. Wuest, Exe- 
gesis of 1 Peter. 

This intensive eighteen-day course, 
which begins April 15 and runs through 
May 2, is limited in enrollment to fifty 
pastors who are now in active service. 


we 


Will There Be No Millennium? 


(Continued from page 188) 





cally to believers who are looking for 
the Lord’s return. “Wherefore, my be- 
loved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not vain in the Lord.” 
At his coming “the dead in Christ shall 
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rise first” (1 Thess. 4: 16b). 
live “shall be changed” imstantaneously. 
It is hard to see how so great a scholar 
as Dr. Warfield could have identified 
this change, or “swallowing up” (v. 54), 
with the final abolition of death (v. 26). 

We must not give the impression of 
minimizing Professor Warfield’s great 
work as a scholar and defender of the 
faith, His works on the doctrine of 
inspiration and other great doctrines are 
among the best we possess. But when 
one reads the few articles which Dr. 
Warfield wrote on prophecy, one has 
the impression that a great man whose 
mind is busy with other matters is dis- 
missing an unfamiliar subject with as 
little attention as possible. 

Warfield was a very great orthodox 
scholar, but should we make idols of the 
great? “These were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they” — 
believed all that the great teachers told 
them and swallowed it whole? No! 
The Bereans did not even accept the 
logic of Paul without reading the Bible 
for themselves. They “searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so” (Acts 17:11). 


(To be continued) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 30. Il How Can I Meet Objections to 
Becoming a Christian? 1 Pet. 3:15-18; Col. 
4:6. 





Sunday, March 23 
I. How Can I Make Christ Attractive 
to Others? (Matt. 5:14-16; 2 Cor. 
8:2, 3; 2 Tim. 1:8) 





Mon.—Presented as “Lamb of God” (John 
1:29, 35-37). 

Tues.—Implicit assurance (Rom. 1:16). 

Wed.—Personal contact with Christ (John 
12:20, 21). 

Thurs.—Yielding to God (Rom. 6:11-13). 

Fri.—Testifying (Mark 5:18-20). 

Sat.—Righteous living (Eph. 4:20-24). 











N ONE sense we can do nothing to 

“make Christ attractive.” He is al- 
ready perfect, pure, “altogether lovely,” 
and the “fairest among ten thousand.” 
But there is another sense, and it is this 
sense that is implied in our topic, in 
which we may make the Lord Jesus 
more attractive and desirable to others. 
Mary, you will recall, said, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord” (Luke 1:46). 
He, who was himself the Light of the 
world, said to his disciples, “Ye are the 
light of the world. . . . Let your light 
so shine before men.” In other words, 
we are the candles or the lamps which 
bear the light. ; 


He is the light. Our function is to 
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“Jet” the light shine.—to interpose 
nothing of ourselves that would hinder 
or obstruct the outshining of his life 
in us. When those who name his name 
and bear his sign permit others to see 
unlovely acts and words and inconsis- 
tent living and sin in the life, then 
Christ is made less attractive and his 
loveliness is dimmed or hidden by the 
unattractive exterior displayed. 
& 

The first essential of a good lamp or 
a candle is to carry a light. No matter 
how fine may be the workmanship, or 
how beautiful the decoration, or how 
lovely the coloring of the material from 
which the candle or lamp is made, with- 
out a light it is- useless. 

It is very easy, sometimes, for young 
people who are brought up in Christian 
families and who attend a Christian 
church to enter into the social life and 
activities of the church without ever 
having entered into Christ by the defi- 
nite transaction of accepting him as their 
personal Saviour. Such young people 
may be very attractive and may some- 
times even live good moral lives, and 
yet not really know Christ. Nicodemus 
who came to Christ by night, you will 
remember, was an exemplary leader of 
Israel, but the Lord Jesus pointed out 
to him the great truth that he needed to 
be born again (John 3:7). Let us be 
sure, then, before we seek to let Christ's 
light shine through us that his light is 
really lit in our hearts. 

3 

One essential of a good candle or a 
good lamp is that of cleanliness, or purity. 
When a candle contains impurities the 
light sputters, or sometimes refuses to 
burn at all. When a lamp is coated 
with carbon the light cannot shine 
through and its effectiveness is dimin- 
ished. 

The Lord Jesus offers each of us the 
privilege of being cleansed and kept 
clean (1 John 1:9). When we fail to 
go to him for cleansing as soon as we 
know we have been disobedient and sin- 
ful, or when we fail to trust him to 
keep us from stumbling, we are pre- 
venting others from seeing his light. 

4 . 

Another essential of a good candle or 
a good lamp is the ability to show forth 
a steady light. Have you ever tried to 
work by a light that one moment was 
dim and the next moment bright? 

Oh, how we, as Christians, need to 
learn the lesson of steadfastness and 
perseverance, not permitting circum- 
stances to dim our Christian testimony, 
refusing to let self eclipse the light that 
should be shining through us. Ours 
must be a steady, joyous light if it is to 
attract others to Christ. 

Sy 

Still another important essential of a 
good candle or a good lamp is its abso- 
lute committal to the business of light 
bearing. When used for other purposes, 
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no matter how worthy such purposes 
may be, a candle or lamp cannot func- 
tion perfectly in the purpose for which 
it was intended. 

As young Christians, we shall find in 
life many things that are very worth 
while in themselves, and yet which may 
hinder us from the purpose of light 
bearing. The Lord Jesus asks each of 
us to present our body as a living sac- 
rifice. He wants each of us to yield him- 
self completely to his control, to let him 
not only direct the program of his life, 
but to plan it. When we are willing to 
put ourselves completely in his hands, 
then and only then can he make us ves- 
sels that are meet for the Master's use. 
and then and only then can he show 
himself through us in all his loveliness 
and beauty. 
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pronounced him without blemish, per- 
fect, fit to be the Passover lamb. 


PRESENTATION 


Last Sunday we found that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was our Passover Lamb, 
the one who shed his blood for us.: He 
was caught and examined more care- 
fully than the Passover lamb that lit- 
tle Joseph had. Do you know how many 
people examined him and said he was 
perfect, without fault? When Judas be- 
trayed him, the mob took him to the 
high priest. When they examined him, 
they found no fault in him, but believed 
the word of false witnesses (Matt. 26: 
60-62). Then they took Jesus to Pilate 
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and he sent him to Herod, who examined 
him and sent him back. Then Pilate 
spoke to the people and told them 
neither Herod nor himself could find 
anything wrong with Jesus, and Pilate 
wanted to scourge him and let him go, 
because he knew there was no fault in 
him. But the people cried out, “Crucify 
him, crucify him.” Pilate’s wife said 
Christ was a just man, and warned 
Pilate not to have anything to do with 
him. So Pilate took water and washed 
his hands, saying he was innocent of 
the blood of this just man. 

Even Judas, who betrayed him for 
thirty pieces of silver, came back. and 
tried to give the money back to the 
chief priests and elders, saying, “I have 
sinned in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood.” Even Judas knew there 
was no fault in him. 

After the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross, the Roman centurion 
who saw him die exclaimed, fearing 
greatly, “Truly this was the Son of God.” 

Why did Christ die? When all these 
people said there was no fault in him, 
why should Christ have died on the 
cross? That the Scripture might be ful- 
filled, and that we might have a Saviour. 


APPLICATION 


Use the Scripturegraph. At the top 
of the board, against a dark and bleak 
background, put three crosses. Below 
them, and at the left, put the word 
“Faultless.” In the center of the board 
put the words “Examined by,” and in 
a column below list the following: High 
Priest, Herod, Pilate’s wife, Pilate, 
Judas, centurion. At the right, print, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” and “The 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” 

Christ came to earth to die, that we 
might live. “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’. (John 3:16). 

Only a perfect lamb would do for 
the Passover lamb; only a perfect Lamb 
could atone for the sin of the world. 
Only the perfect Son of God could save 
us, so he died, the just for the unjust, 
that we might be saved. 

Make a personal appeal to the chil- 
dren. Is Jesus Christ your Saviour? 
Don’t be afraid to ask children to ac- 
cept Christ. Do you know that one of 
the greatest revivals of all history is 
sweeping the world today, quietly, al- 
most unobserved, through the work of 
Child Evangelism classes? (If you want 
to know more about them, you may 
write to the Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago.) 
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God's Eternal Purpose 
(Continued from second page) 


Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.” It must have been when David 
was watching over the. sheep one star- 
lit night that his heart burst forth in 
the praise recorded in another Psalm: 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth his handy- 
work.” Directly from tending the sheep 
God called David to be anointed king 
of Israel. Through his work as a shep- 
herd, where in the quiet watches of the 
night he could enjoy sweet’ communion 


~with his Maker, God fitted him to be- 


come a courageous champion for the 
right, a God-fearing king, and the sweet 
singer of Israel. 

It is not hard for us to believe, when 
we can see the end from the beginhing, 
that God did have a plan for these, his 
servants. Can we not believe, just as 
surely, that he has a plan for our lives? 
Joseph was steadfast because he could 
not “sin against God”; Moses met God 
“face to face’; David was the man after 
God’s own heart. The way may not 
always be clear to us, yet if we, even 
as did these, place God in the center 
of our lives, we can, with David, say 
with perfect confidence in our Good 
Shepherd, “He leadeth me.” 








¥ Children at Home 


A Snow Story 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE woods and fields were dumb 
with snow. No blue jays squalled, 
or white-petticoated juncos clicked, and 
there was not even the caw of a pass- 
ing crow from the cold sky. As I fol- 
lowed the unbroken wood road it 
seemed as if all the wild-folk were gone. 
The snow told a different story. On 
its smooth surface were records of the 
lives that had throbbed and passed and 
ebbed beneath the silent trees in the 
dark. 

Lace-work patterns and_ traceries 
showed where scores of the mice-folk 
had come up from their tunnels beneath 
the whiteness, and had frolicked and 
feasted the long night through. Some 
of them showed a tail-mark in the snow. 
These were the tracks of the white- 
footed or deer-mice. Other tailless tracks 
were those of the burly, short-tailed 
meadow mice. 


Among them all showed a faint trail, 
which looked like a string of tiny ex- 
clamation marks with a tail-mark be- 
tween them, and I recognized the tracks 
of the masked shrew, the smallest mam- 
This tiny, 


mal of our Eastern ‘States. 
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fierce beastling is only about the length 
of a man’s little finger, and would tip 
a jeweler’s scale at less than forty-five 
grains. 

A shrew’s whole life is a swift hunt 
for food. Every day, although appar- 
ently eyeless and earless, with its long, 
crooked, crocodile jaws it consumes 
more than its own weight in flesh and 
blood, and is a match for any mouse it 
meets. 

That day the snow said that the shrew 
had been an unwelcome guest at the 
mouse dinner of dry seeds spread all 
over the snowy tablecloth. 

Wherever its trail touched the mass 
of mice tracks, they dissolved into 
separate lines, radiating out like the 
spokes of a wheel, with the paw-marks 
far apart, showing that the mice had 
fled for their lives at the approach of 
the tiny shrew. 

The shrew-track ran for some distance 
in a long, straight line and then —stop- 
ped. 

The Sword of Damocles which hangs 
forever over the heads of all of the wild- 
folk had fallen. A tiny fleck of blood 
and a single track like a great X on the 
snow told the tale of its passing, for 
an X is the owl signature, just as a K 
is of the hawk clan. 

All the fierceness and swiftness and 
courage of the little shrew availed noth- 
ing when the talons of that death-in- 
the-dark, a great horned owl, Cumpes 
through its soft fur. 

HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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Dan Gilbert's 
Speaking Engagements 


R. DAN GILBERT, General Secre- 
tary of the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentals Association, will speak during 
the month of March at the following 
places: 
March 9.—Gospel Temple, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
the Rev. Clifford Hollifield, pastor. 


March 12, 13.—Missionary Church, Grabill, 
Ind.; the Rev. Harvey Mitchell, pastor. 


March 15-21.—Indianapolis, Ind.; the Rev. 
Harold Ranes, Baptist church, in charge. 


March 25, 26.—Grace Seminary, 
Lake. Ind. 


March 27-29.—First Baptist Church, Decatur, 
Ind.; the Rev. Carey Moser, pastor. 


March 30.—First Brethren Church, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; the Rev. C. W. Abbey, pastor. 


we 


A Notable Conference 
of Christian Educators 


R. BOB JONES, president of Bob 

Jones College, Cleveland, Tenn., and 
chairman of the Educational Committee 
of the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association, sometime ago called a meet- 
ing of the heads of well-known orthodox 
colleges and Bible institutes, together 
with the editors of well-known religious 
periodicals, to meet at the LaSalle Hotel 


Winona 
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in Chicago on December 19, with the 
idea of binding together in a stronger 
brotherhood the exponents of evangeli- 
cal educational orthodoxy, and also to 
give to the public a statement of their 
impressions of the educational situation 
in America. A special committee com- 
posed of Dr. V. R. Edman, President of 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill, chair- 
man; Dr. Will H. Houghton, President 
of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago; Dr. 
Bob Jones, Jr., acting president of Bob 
Jones College; Dr. W. B. Riley, President 
of Northwestern Bible and Missionary 
Training School, Minneapolis; Dr. 
Thomas Moseley, President of Mission- 
ary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y.; 
Dr. Stephen W. Paine, President of 
Houghton College, Houghton, N. Y.; and 
Dr. R. A. Forrest, President of Toccoa 
Falls Institute, Toccoa Falls, Ga., drew 
up the following resolutions: 


WHEREAS, modern education manifests 
trends toward atheism, Communism, 
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“Study to show Thyself Approved unto God” 


A God-ordered and approved life— 
Houghton believes it to be the true solu- 
tion of a successful career in any field 
of endeavor. 


So, at Houghton, we emphasize Christian 
Character; and ideals of living are high. 
Any student who enters this program 
wholeheartedly will attain much of stern 
and abiding stamina as well as of cul- 
tural beauty. 


The Division of Philosophy and Religious 
Education trains students more especially 
for the various fields of active full- and 
part-time Christian ministry. The growth 


of this division for the last few years 
has been especially rapid; and an advance 
course with competent facilities and staff 
is now offered, giving two years of work 
toward the degree B. D. 


Houghton College was especially founded 
for the education of young people of 
limited means. The necessary all-expense 
of the student in any department is 
therefore exceptionally modest. In the 
Department of Religious Education, it 
runs as low as $355 annually. Scholar- 
ships and other means of self help are 
also available— write for Catalog. 


A Permanent Scholarship or other bequest to Houghton Col- 
lege is a direct benefit to deserving Christian students, and 
lays up treasure in Heaven, 
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A group of students preparing for full time 
Christian service, with their professors. 
Inset: A corner of the College Libra ary dur- 
ing @ busy study hour. 
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Fascism, and materialism, and in many 
directions seems to have set itself for 
the destruction of the very foundations 
upon which civilization so far has found 
security; and : 

WHEREAS, some educational institutions 
which were originally brought into ex- 
istence by the churches, have now be- 
come the foes of the churches, through 
their attacks on the Bible and the faith 
of the churches; and 

WHEREAS, multitudes of young people 
have been sent from Christian homes to 
these educational institutions, only to 
be returned with broken faith, a cynical 
sneer, and at times wrecked morals, 

BE IT RESOLVED that we express our 
amazement at the sight of Americans, 
who believe in the things for which 
America has stood through the years, 
giving their children and their money 
to educational institutions which, inten- 
tionally or not, are at work undermining 
the very foundations on which our eco- 
nomic and moral structure rests; and 

BE IT RESOLVED that we call the atten- 
tion of educators to the need of a per- 
sonal return to the Word of God, with 
an open mind and humility of heart. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on 
the people of America, in these danger- 
ous days, to rally to the educational in- 
stitutions which are teaching the things 
consistent with the revealed will and 
Word of God. 


The resolutions were unanimously 
passed and given to the press. The con- 
sensus of opinion of all the men assem- 
bled at this conference is that plain, 
everyday Christian Americans should 
wake up to the perils that lurk in the 
classrooms of many of our schools and 
colleges, some of which are supported 
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by orthodox church people, because these 
people do not realize what is actually go- 
ing on. It is Dr. Jones’ opinion that the 
greatest danger to the welfare of this 
nation is in the classrooms of colleges 
and universities where teachers are 
raising question marks in the minds of 
young people about the authority of the 
Word of God and the traditions which 
have made this nation great. 





[ With the New Books 


Heroes of the Old Testament. By 
Marion Poppen Athy. (Lutheran Book 
Concern, 55-59 E. Main St., Columbus, 
Ohio, $1.) The Commission on Parish 
Education of the American Lutheran 
Conference is encouraging weekday re- 
ligious instruction in the churches of 
that denomination by the publication of 
a course of study with textbooks and 
other materials. This book is a teacher’s 





‘manual for use in Grade IV, with plans 


for a school of thirty sessions. It is a 
complete guide for teaching the course, 
containing subject matter and sugges- 
tions for teaching and pupil participa- 
tion. The subject matter is a biographi- 
cal study of great characters of the Old 
Testament. These characters are brought 
to the attention of the children in such 
a way as to emphasize strongly that 
which made them God’s true servants. 
Not only are the well-known charac- 
ters of the Old Testament studied, but 
also some who are not so familiar to 
boys and girls, such as Ezra, Jeremiah, 
Josiah, Isaiah, Micah, and Amos. For 
every lesson the teacher’s aim is clearly 
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stated, the materials needed listed, sug- 
gestions made to the teacher, and plans 
for the actual session when the pupils 
are present given in detail. Teachers of 
Juniors in all denominations who are 
looking for an all-Bible course for week- 
day instruction will find in this book a 
valuable course of study. 


The Eleventh Hour. By Arthur I. Brown, 
M.D. (Fundamental Truth Publishers, 
Findlay, Ohio, cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents.) 
A large group of Christians was once 
asked which of several Bible verities 
had influenced them most in receiving 
Christ as Saviour. By far the greatest 
number replied, “The Lord’s Second 
Coming.” This being true, Dr. Brown 
has done the church a service in pre- 
paring a second volume on this subject. 

Beginning then “With God and the 
Devil Through the Ages,” the reader is 
given a panoramic view of the present 
world crisis and is shown that, accord- 
ing to Scripture, Hitler will not and can- 
not found a world-wide empire. It is 
shown also, and rather conclusively, that 
the Antichrist will be a resurrected Ro- 
man Emperor, perhaps Nero, perhaps 
Mussolini. Daniel’s seventy weeks 
prophecy is considered, also the two 
great future conflicts, and then the un- 
veiled mysteries of the Revelation. 
Lastly, there are given twenty signs of 
the Lord’s imminent return, all of which 
add much to one’s assurance of the near- 
ness of these great events, —a truth that 
is at once both comforting and cleansing. 
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A Course for Ministers 


OMETHING new for pastors was in- 

troduced last year by the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago and will be 
repeated again this year—a brief Post- 
graduate School for Preachers. 

Planned especially for pastors who 
feel that they can do better ministering 
and preaching with the aid of further 
study, this course includes an interest- 
ing combination of studies. Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith will teach Modern Apologetics; 
Dr. Carl Armerding, Expository Homi- 
letics; Dr. Max I. Reich, Messianic 
Prophecy; and Kenneth S. Wuest, Exe- 
gesis of 1 Peter. 

This intensive eighteen-day course, 
which begins April 15 and runs through 
May 2, is limited in enrollment to fifty 
pastors who are now in active service. 
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Will There Be No Millennium? 


(Continued from page 188) 





cally to believers who are looking for 
the Lord’s return. “Wherefore, my be- 
loved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not vain in the Lord.” 
At his coming “the dead in Christ shall 
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rise first” (1 Thess. 4:16b). Those who 
live “shall be changed” instantaneously. 
It is hard to see how so great a scholar 
as Dr. Warfield could have identified 
this change, or “swallowing up” (v. 54), 
with the final abolition of death (v. 26). 

We must not give the impression of 
minimizing Professor Warfield’s great 
work as a scholar and defender of the 
faith, His works on the doctrine of 
inspiration and other great doctrines are 
among the best we possess. But when 
one reads the few articles which Dr. 
Warfield wrote on prophecy, one has 
the impression that a great man whose 
mind is busy with other matters is dis- 
missing an unfamiliar subject with as 
little attention as possible. 

Warfield was a very great orthodox 
scholar, but should we make idols of the 
great? “These were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they” — 
believed all that the great teachers told 
them and swallowed it whole? No! 
The Bereans did not even accept the 
logic of Paul without reading the Bible 
for themselves. They “searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so” (Acts 17:11). 


(To be continued) 
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- The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











March 30. Il. How Can I Meet Objections to 
Becoming a Christian? 1 Pet. 3:15-18; Col. 
4:6. 





Sunday, March 23 
I. How Can I Make Christ Attractive 
to Others? (Matt. 5:14-16; 2 Cor. 
8:2, 3; 2 Tim. 1:8) 





Men.—Presented as ‘“‘Lamb of God” (John 
1:29, 35-37). 

Tues.—Implicit assurance (Rom. 1:16). 

Wed.—Personal contact with Christ (John 
12:20, 21). 

Thurs.—Yielding to God (Rom. 6:11-13). 

Fri.—Testifying (Mark 5:18-20). 

Sat.—Righteous living (Eph. 4:20-24). 











N ONE sense we can do nothing to 

“make Christ attractive.” He is al- 
ready perfect, pure, “altogether lovely,” 
and the “fairest among ten thousand.” 
But there is another sense, and it is this 
sense that is implied in our topic, in 
which we may make the Lord Jesus 
more attractive and desirable to others, 
Mary, you will recall, said, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord” (Luke 1:46). 
He, who was himself the Light of the 
world, said to his disciples, “Ye are the 
light of the world. . . . Let your light 
so shine before men.” In other words, 
we are the candles or the lamps which 
bear the light. j 


He is the light. Our function is to 
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“let” the light shine,—to interpose 
nothing of ourselves that would hinder 
or obstruct the outshining of his life 
in. us. When those who name his name 
and bear his sign permit others to see 
unlovely acts and words and inconsis- 
tent living and sin in the life, then 
Christ is made less attractive and his 
loveliness is dimmed or hidden by the 
unattractive exterior displayed. 
i 

The first essential of a good lamp or 
a candle is to carry a light. No matter 
how fine may be the workmanship, or 
how beautiful the decoration, or how 
lovely the coloring of the material from 
which the candle or lamp is made, with- 
out a light it is useless. 

It is very easy, sometimes, for young 
people who are brought up in Christian 
families and who attend a Christian 
church to enter into the social life and 
activities of the church without ever 
having entered into Christ by the defi- 
nite transaction of accepting him as their 
personal Saviour. Such young people 
may be very attractive and may some- 
times even live good moral lives, and 
yet not really know Christ. Nicodemus 
who came to Christ by night, you will 
remember, was an exemplary leader of 
Israel, but the Lord Jesus pointed out 
to him the great truth that he needed to 
be born again (John 3:7). Let us be 
sure, then, before we seek to let Christ’s 
light shine through us that his light is 
really lit in our hearts. 

b 

One essential of a good candle or a 
good lamp is that of cleanliness, or purity. 
When a candle contains impurities the 
light sputters, or sometimes refuses to 
burn at all. When a lamp is coated 
with carbon the light cannot shine 
through and its effectiveness is dimin- 
ished. 

The Lord Jesus offers each of us the 
privilege of being cleansed and kept 
clean (1 John 1:9). When we fail to 
go to him for cleansing as soon as we 
know we have been disobedient and sin- 
ful, or when we fail to trust him to 
keep us from stumbling, we are pre- 
venting others from seeing his light. 

4 . 

Another essential of a good candle or 
a good lamp is the ability to show forth 
a steady light. Have you ever tried to 
work by a light that one moment was 
dim and the next moment bright? 

Oh, how we, as Christians, need to 
learn the lesson of steadfastness and 
perseverance, not permitting circum- 
stances to dim our Christian testimony, 
refusing to let self eclipse the light that 
should be shining through us. Ours 
must be a steady, joyous light if it is to 
attract others to Christ. 

v8 

Still another important essential of a 
good candle or a good lamp is its abso- 
lute committal to the business of light 
bearing. When used for other purposes, 
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no matter how worthy such purposes 
may be, a candle or lamp cannot func- 
tion perfectly in the purpose for which 
it was intended. 

As young Christians, we shall find in 
life many things that are very worth 
while in themselves, and yet which may 
hinder us from the purpose of light 
bearing. The Lord Jesus asks each of 
us to present our body as a living sac- 
rifice. He wants each of us to yield him- 
self completely to his control, to let him 
not only direct the program of his life, 
but to plan it. When we are willing to 
put ourselves completely in his hands, 
then and only then can he make us ves- 
sels that are meet for the Master’s use, 
and then and only then can he show 
himself through us in all his loveliness 
and beauty. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 17 to 23 
Mon.—-Luke 23:1-7. Jesus Arraigned. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They began to 
accuse him.” Have you seen the great 
painting representing “Christ Before 
Pilate”? Here in these few verses we 
have a word picture of Christ being 
tried before wicked men. Isaiah men- 
tions this in his prophecy (53:8), and 
the Lord Jesus does so in his teaching 
(Matt. 16:2-23). How brave and gentle 
the Lord Jesus was under false accusa- 
tion! Let us, by his grace, endure pa- 
tiently lies and unkindnesses. Pray for 
the Student Foreign Missions Fellow- 
ship, Room 506, 1201 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Tues.—Luke 23:13-17. 
Pilate Declares Jesus Innocent. 

PraAYER SucceEstions: “I... have found 
no fault in this man.” Pilate thought 
of the Son of God as only aman. Down 
deep in his heart he knew that what 
wicked men had said against Christ was 
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THE ELEVENTH “HOUR” 


Anew book by Dr. A. I. Brown, 
author and lecturer. With the 
world in such turmoil, be sure 
to read this. Some chapter 
titles as follows: The Present 
World Crisis, —Will Germany 
Become a World-Wide Empire? 
— The Roman Empire and Its 
Revival Under Mussolini, — 
The Coming World-Dictator— 
Anti-Christ, — Two Great Fu- 
ture Conflicts,— Etc., Etc. ~ 
Hundreds of copies sold be- 
fore the book came from the 
press. 159 pages. Price, cloth 
$1.00; paper 75 cents. 


Into the Clouds 


By Dr. A. I. Brown. A fine book dealing with many 
prophetic and important subjects. We know of no other 
such book. 220 pages. Cloth binding. Price $1.00. 


God’s Prophecies for Plain People 


By Dr. W. L. Pettingill. A valuable book of 246 pages 
dealing with vital subjects, including The Amazing Final 
Seven Years, — Armageddon — When It Comes, — After 
the Millennium, What? — Etc., Etc. Cloth, $1.25; 
paper, 75 cents. 


Unveiling the Future 





Twelve messages, by twelve authors, including Pettin- 
gill, Gaebelein, Trumbull, Barnhouse, Sale-Harrison, 
etc. Price, $1.00. 


FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS 
Findlay, Ohio 
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untrue. He found no fault in him, and 
declared him innocent. Peter makes 
much of this fact in his great sermon 
at the Temple gate (Acts 3:13). Christ’s 
death, the greatest crime ever commit- 
ted in this world, was allowed by God 
for our salvation. Pray for the Chefoo 
Schools of the. China Inland Mission, 
China. 
Wed.—Luke 23:18-25. Jesus Condemned. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Pilate gave sen- 
tence that it should be as they required.” 
Pilate, weak and wicked “governor,” 
gave God’s beloved Son over to the will 
of wicked men. The Saviour was de- 
clared guilty. His hands were bound, 
He was taken from prison to die, not 
for his own sins, but for the sin of 
the world. He was “made... sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him” 
(2 Cor. 5:21). Pray for still greater re- 
vival blessing in Korea. 
Thurs.—Luke 23:32-38. Jesus Crucified. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “They crucified 
him.” Jesus was nailed to a cross. Big 
spikes were driven through his hands 
and feet, and a crown of thorns. was 
placed upon his brow. He hung there 
from mid-morning until late afternoon. 
He was mocked; and when he cried for 
water, they gave him vinegar to drink. 
God hid the face of the sun. Darkness 
was over all the land. In the darkness 
of that afternoon Jesus dismissed his 
spirit with the shout: “IT IS FIN- 
ISHED.” Pray for a still greater work 
among the Russians, 
Fri.—Luke 23:39-43. 
Jesus and the Penitent Thief. 
PraAYER SuccesTions: “Lord, remember 
me.” One of the two thieves crucified 
with Jesus was sorry for his sins. He 
asked pardon of the bleeding Saviour. 
Difficult as it was for him to pray to 
Jesus, the crucified, he did so and was 
saved. “Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 
10:13). Pray for a still greater Bible- 
reading revival in Germany. 
Sat.—Luke 23:44-47. The Death of Jesus. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “He gave up the 
ghost.” Jesus died. His spirit was dis- 
missed and his body hung upon the 
cross for a time and was later placed in 
the tomb. There it remained for three 
days and nights, guarded by soldiers, 
and under the seal of the government. 
By hfs death Jesus robbed death for 
us of its terrors. “The sting of death is 
sin.” When sin is forgiven death cannot 
harm us. He who died liveth again by 
the power of God. Pray for the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, London: 
Sun.—Isaiah 53:4-6. Why Christ Died. 
PRAYER SucGesTions: “Wounded for 
our transgressions.” Jesus died because 
of his love for our souls. He “loved me, 
and gave himself for me.” By his death 
we may have forgiveness, and life ever- 
lasting. Pray for the American Bible 
Society, New York. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 

At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Tuves notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tres 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance’ would pay for. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 

Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 
to follow. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 


wo 
weekly at the following rates, in the © 
United States and Possessions. These “ 
2 3 
rates include postage. oO 
$1.00—One or more copies to indi- = 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. = 
68 cents—Five or more copies, ina > 
package to only one address, 68 cents » 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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